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INTRODUCTION
The systematic study of traditional culturc has a
very specinl significance in transitional sociecties
such as ours. The process of modernisation in such
countries has been and still continucs to be domina-
ted so heavily by extermal forces that the rich
historical ecxperience and resourcces of traditional
cculture have often been ignored or neglected in the
fornation of modern culturc. Onc aspecct of this
negleet has been the failure to make a scientific
appraisal of traditional cultural phcnomena and cspe-
cially am appraisal of the specific ways in which
such phenomena could serve contemporary eocial nceds.,
'_Another aspect has been the uncritical "appeal to
tradition". This indludes attempts to counterpose
"traditional™ and "modern™ as two hostile catcegories
and the failure to recognise that the persistence of
sd nony 'ncgative and backward aspects of traditional
culture arc nahifestations of the stagnation, impove-
rishment and underdcvelppment of our socicties. The
gcientific @ocumentation and analysis of traditional
culture, thercfore, plays a vital part in the correcct
ovaluation of that culture: it is an important and
ncecsmary contribution to that on-going historical
process by which traditional culturc is cither preserval
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or allowed to go into aboyances by which society, - -
cither consciously or unconsciously, retains such

phenomena, transforms and adapts it to contemporary
needs, or rejects it altogether, In such a context,
the study of trgditionnl culture is not carried out
"for its owm sake", but for its historical meaning

and its rclevance to the unfolding contemporary situa-
tion, The problom of its prescrvation, and of its
disappearance has to be seen as an intcgral part of
that same context.

The question of traditioﬁal rural housing ecxemplifies
this situation. While nany design concepts and conste
ructional techniques of traditional rural housing have
unconsciously influenced the modern building tradition
in 8ri Lanka, no systematic attempt has been made to
conscinusly study and apply the lessons of traditional
architecture to modern architectural problems. Nor
has there been much interest in the opposite process
studying and developing traditional housing in order
to transform it and bring it up to modern living
standards and conditions (thereby cxpanding the scope
of the availablo solutions to contemporary housing m
problcms) The documentation and study of traditional
rural housing is, therefore, a.contribution not merely
to conservationist intercsts but to the architoctural
problems of our time. Such rescarch in Sri Lanka
~has been limited so far to a fow ploncering studios?
The present article does no nore than outlinc some of
the major aspects of form and technique in traditional
housing and offer a genoral orientation to the subject.




