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Some Problems of History and Ethnicity.

Senaike Bandaranayake

Questions of history and ‘ethnicity’ have played, almost
universally, an important role in the formation of modern
nations. They continue to occupy a prominept place in
contemporary politics the world over and constitute, in many
situations, an integral aspect of the ¢pational quéstion’.
Although the basis of the relationships between ethnic groups
lies outside the realm of ideas, concepts of ethnic identity,
territoriality, historical origin, <¢racial’  distinctiveness,
biological and cultural exclusiveness or superiority, form part
of the ideological and psychological matrix that nurtures
inter—ethnic conflict and contradiction; and from which arises
that specifically modern phenomenon, racisra Orf, in its. less
aggressive form, ethnic chauvinism (often subsumed upder two
terms, ‘communalism’ in South Asia and ‘tribalism’ in
Africa).

The 20th century experience in this regard is most
instructive. It shows that the evolution of various modern
political and social systems — and especially those of an extrem-
ly rightist or fascist type — often draws great sustenance from
racist ideas. It is also clear that the momentum generated
by those ideas i8 not easily solved by even the most advanced
and progressive forms of political, sccial and cultural develop-
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