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framework of at least two major problematlcs one, a general group of questions regardmg

urban genesis and urban function -- i.e. questions regarding the origin, evolution, character and
uhctlon of that unit of human settlement whose defi nition and study has been a primary.
concern of archaeology since its inception in the 19th century; fwo, the more specific problem
fwhy theteclmologxcally advanced, substantially-urbanized, substantially-mercantilist societies
of Asia, with their extensive urban systems and commercial networks, failed in the period

betwecn the 11th and 15th centuries to generate the dynamics and momentum that produced

the modern transformation which originated in Europe from about the 15th and 16th centuries '
nwards - a transformation whose most  distinctive products  (and vehxcle) was the late -
vmedlaeval and modern European cnty and its derivalives elsewhere in countries occupied or
: affected by the European expansion and diaspora. The first set of these questions relate to
ﬂ‘famxhar and basic problems, of the most general kind, but very little studied in the South Asian

reglon outside the Harappan context; the second leads us into one of the major, unstudied

problcm areas of Asian }nstouography

‘Archacology and the paucity of data

In the Asian context, at least, as elsewhere, the discussion of these problems is greatly -

,hampered by three interconnected factors -- the paucity of data, the inadequacy of research

interest and input, and the difficulties of data retrieval. Although Sri Lanka is better-endowed

in its early written records than mainland South Asia, even here it is largely (or only) through

the mcxeasmgly -expensive and extremely slow-moving process of archaeological fieldwork that
'we can begin to recover the kind of diagnostic data that will enable us to study the premodern

city in terms of the problematics indicated above. . Rtatel.
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The prmcxpal objective of this paper, therefore, is to present a largely empirical overview of -

the aI'ChJCOlO”I(,dl data relating to premodern urbanization in Sri Lanka, as an mdxwuon of

resealch Jpotential, research limitations and as a basis for comparative study. At the same time

e propose a model of the morphology and spatial organization of the historical city and

mlroduce the concept of a "first’ and *second’ urbanization in the Sri ankan context, outlining



