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Midawala Viharaya revisited
Professor Asoka de Zoysa

The Murals of the Mddawala Raja Maha Viharaya have been
subjected to much scholarly research.

Foot Note 1 - The name of the Viharaya is derived from the
location, as the temple is situated in the village of Mdadawala, 290 meters
beyond the Mddawala Bazaar about 9 km from kandy. It can be
approached from Kandy along the Katugastota-Ranavana Road.

The importance of the murals was evident. In 1964 the Art Series of
the Archaeological department (of Sri Lanka) dedicated its 37 volume to
the temple and the Archaeological Survey of Sri Lanka in its series
"Paintings of Sri Lanka"in 1990 published details of the murals andmain
alter GODAKUMBURA (1964) and CUTIWON GS-PREMATIL LEKE-
SILVA (1990a). Senake Bandaranayake's study "The Rock and Wall
Paintings of Sri Lanka" (1986) followed by Marie Gratellier's monograph
in two volumes "Peintures Murales du Sri Lanka" Ecole Kandyak XVIII-
XIX siecles" (1991) and Gamini Jayasinghe's "Sri Lankan Buddhist Art.
Post classical Revival" (2006) have discussed the style and subject mater
of'the murals in the context of early Kandyan Art in Buddhist temples.

This very valuable research has laid a solid foundation for futher
research to identifying the images. Nevertheless, very little attention has
been paid to question the choice of the images, relating their position in
the limited space of the new type of "Tdmita Viharaya" and allocation of
space to deferent genres of images. The motivation behind the selected
iconographic program in the limited space measuring 3.6 x 1.5 meters in
this single room of the Tamita Viharaya, will as such the key interest of
this research paper.

Foot Note 2 - This type of single room very small image house
emerges in the early Kandyan Era. It is a wooden superstructure sur-
mounted on short stone pillars. The murals in the inner room or sanctum
have a very rigid special arrangement. One can view the central seated
image of the Buddha under a "Makara Arch" attended by fly whisk bear-
ers and deities on entering through the doorway. The side wooden walls
and ceiling have almostsimilar picture programs. The earliestexample of
a Tamita Viharaya can be seen at Madawala. Similar narrative cycles



