CHAPTER 2

Environment of Buddhism in a Socio-Religious Perspective

seholars differ us 1o the exaet date of the Buddha's birth it is generally
| that it oecurred sometime tn the sixth century B.C' This grest Buddha-event
‘& new epoch in the religio-philosophic history of India. According o

‘“The coming, twenty five hundred years ago, of Gotania the Buddha was an
epoch-making event in the history of Indian Civilization and culture, He was
first historical figure 1o make a profound impression on the Indian mind,
1o challenge the thought processss of all India, So greal was his influence
* fhateven though Buddhism no longer exists a5 an organised religious ingtit-
1ifT@iﬁ?n‘i?ilﬂm:ﬁim his message and personality are still a fiving reality in the life of
* Indis and will long continue 10 be a source of strength. Indeed, it was-the
‘Buddhia’s role to recast and revitalize for mankind a way of life which can be
applied universally, regardless ol litme of place or prevailing culture,"™

sin of Buddhism is 50 important in the history of Indian thought that Murt

“Buddhism profoundly influenced the philosophy and teligion of India for
_over & thousand years. It was a challenge fo complacency and a call for
' renouncing dogmatism. It adopled the method of eritical analysis (Vibhajjavada)

 firomi the very ousser. (M.11.19) Buddhisin occupies the central position in the
development of Indian philosophy. Brahmanical and Jaina sysiems: grew
~ under the direct stimulus of Buddhism, Schools and sub sects sprang up with-
out number. Dottrines were systematised and details were worked out under
this pressure. CGreat attention caime 10 be paid 1o logic and epistomology. Pre-
gike terminology was evolved, and an immense Sastra literiture came into
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