CHAPTER 8

‘The Silence of the Buddha

:ﬂg silence of the Buddha on some ten guestions called avidkatas' is one of the
:;uhjw[s that troubled many scholars: There are many attempts made 1o give a
_ mterpretation of the matter: Interpretations are numerous and conira-

'ﬁ:tmh other in many cases On the basis of the silence over these en questions:
“gcholars have said that the Buddha was an agnostic (Keith), esoteric teacher
_;Wm&mmm pragmatist (Organ), conformer t the wadition (Coomaruswaniy),
: ist of the tradition (Poussin,Oldenberg), rational sgnostic (Beckh, Murti)
qﬁuc 1n the present study we will only tuke this problem in so far as it is
“connected 1o the Buddhist attitude 10 other religio-philosophic systems,

For three reasons the unanswered problems are relevant to our study . First we have
seen that these questions have some connection to the views presented in the
frakmajita. N. Dutt, for instance, says that the Brahmajala Sutta is an expanded
wersion of the ten unanswered guestions.” We have to note however, that
although the unanswered problems nre represented in some Brahmajala theories,
the relationship is not sirong enough Lo permit one tw alfirm that the Sutta itself is
an expansion of the ten unanswered problems. Second. some scholars have tried 1o
use the Buddha's silence (o support their intetpretations negatively. We have seen
for example, how Radhakrishnan tries 1o add some extra prapositions o the Bud-

dha's teachings on this ground * We have also seen how Pratt uses the same kind of
argument to support his soul-oriented interpretation of Buddhism.® On the same basis

I Murtl hax translnted avidbans o8 ' inexpressible” (Certral podo). Juyatilicke poits ol thit the
vranalarion is nat [iemlly cormect. Insiead, be suggests that @ has (0 be ianshioed s unexploimed
o unanswered . (Teors. ppAT0M)

2 Inabe following smdics all these theones are presented and discussed. These are very vseful

comprehensive studies on the subject.
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