INTRODUCTION

The present thesis is an attempt at a thematic study of the Buddhisr canonical dis-
cusstons of some non-Buddhist religio-philosophical activities. The Pali Nikiyas
and Vinaya texts are used as the basic source matertal while referénces are made to
Brahmanical and Faina texis is well whenever il 1s Tound necessary.

Reference made 1o other religions within one particular system can be used in a
study of religion in three different ways:

17 Asa ‘defence-mechanism’ in & polemical sense,
2)  Ax histarical dula,
3)  Inrelation w internal purpose other than polemics

The firgt involves a thorough and systemutic understanding of the institution
of debate in the realm of teligion. This kind of a swdy, in respect of Buddhism, is
particularly rewarding when pursaed with special reference (o scholastic
Buddhism which streches from Abhidhammi Buddhism o medieval Mahiyini.
Within that period inter-religious and inler-denoninational arguments {lourished.
This kind of study is done by Smart in his Doctrine and Argument in Indian
Philasophy (pp.51-61, 12561),

But as far as early Buddhism s concerned, this kind of approach does not seem to
be the best available singe we do not come across many such passages mn the Pali
Nikayas which sre basically polemical, although not wially lacking o polemical
characler,

The second approach is mainly undertaken by the historians of religion and they
use the dits with a view 1o constructing the historical phenomena of religious
activities. By this way, interrelations and conllict between religious systems are

understood. Some of the scholars who adopt this approach are specially interesied
in reconstructing thought patterns of minor religious groups, of whom we do not get
much information from what they have fefl. This s nol an easy sk, for whep a
theory is presented for eriticism by o thinker of different commitment the presenta-
tion might not always be ss accurate us it should be. In'spite of this difficulty these
has been some valuable research carvled out by a few outstanding scholars among
which the History and Doetrines of the Ajivikay by Basham deserves special
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mention. A comparative and anulvtical stidy of the data folnd in Buddhist etk
socamied oul by Juyatilleke in his Early Buddhise Theory of Kuowledge, These
studdies ure preceéeded by, Buriw's Pre-Buddhistie rdiie Pltilasophy and Pande's
Stiscdied in thie Oviging of Buddhism, Both of which are of extreme impormnce. The
thirdd way of using the kind of materul thit we are concerned with is not yer very
populur. Bt proposes wi appreciahion of the referenices made (o other systems ond
thought patlerns in o rather non-polemical or extraspolemical sphere; Anticipation
af this approach jiselt has been challenged by Chnistian i his otherwise enlighiening
monograph Oppositions of Religious Doctrines. He-says: “In the sundard settings
of primary religious discourse disagresment arguments about doctrines are of
neidantal importance il any.” (p.14) Yet the present study consists of an atiempt to:
estubiish that this approach can be meaningfully exiercised m least with respect Lo
the Buddhist reférences 1o other systems of thought.

W shall try 10 show that Buddhist eriticism of other religious systems was devel-
oped mainty a5 an aid 1o the prsctitioners of meditation whose goal was Nibhina
Using the Brahmejke Sutta us the spring-board we shall bring many passuges from
the Cunan into focus: and for convenionce sake we reduce all the speculative possi-
hilities o three basic philosophical problems, namely, Soul, God snd Liberation from:
suffering. Then we discuss how the criticism of non-Buddhistic positions of thiwe
problems helps Buddhisis 1o clarify their own attitude and therehy aids their
meditational practives. We slso mention that the Buddhist undesstanding provided
i hedlthy enviranment i which the Buddhists could respectfully apprecinte (he
others” religious advuncements.

Although the present study is thus conditioned by the third approach, it nevertheless
takes into secount the use of other approvches as well. Thus in the thind chapter the
historical authenticity of the Brahmafila references 1o other teachings is not
neglected. The first two chapters concentrule-especially on historical and sociologi
cil links of Buddhism with other systems. As an attiempt is made 10 avoud the
repetition of comman place knowledee in Buddhist scholarship (both 1o aveid i
taing the informed teader and 1o cireumvent a great amd Inflated manuseript) some
ol the followihg discussions may appear 0 be somewhal incomplete.  Yel, us we
are liere only trying to gelal ‘pisitive dhamma’ via "negative jeachings', our work
here then vughl, althe very least, lo compliment the many other valuable exegetical
appraisals made by generations of carelul scholars

Before proceeding to our analysis as outlined above, u few remarks of a technicnl
nature must be made hore. First, the imnslations of the Pali passages are generally
ket in line with the Pali Text Society transtations, although we have ot time taken
the liberty of wanslating some passages ourselves dnd altering slightly other
Society tmnalations. Since diastic changes of mieaning are not effecied such alter-
tiond are niol specified. When the passapes are faken from another sowrce other (han
PT.S. transkations the source s mentioned, Secondly, fool-notes found within
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“quotes are generally comittect. Hpwever, when Jeft they are inserted dinsetly o the:
toxt isedf. Thardly, Pali words o frecly used i the text but are yalicised. Where
the word 15 rarcly used o western wiitings-on Buddhiso, vanstations are given in
brackets. The Pali form of words is prefemed wthe Sanskat furm except in‘cases
of such well known Sanskrit terms oy Varpa (P.Vanna) Arya (P Ariya) Ksuriya
'tPKh;mlyul Vaisva (P.Vessa) Sidra (P Sudda) ele. Fourthly, the term ‘early
Buddhizm’ is used 10 specify the type of Buddhism found in the Pali Nikiyas and
"ll'mny;a texts. And Iastl_y we havepﬁﬂn referred o secondary works on Buddhisty
without citing in [ull their titles.  Refercnves w them is made by selecting a key
wotd from the title which word will be found italicised in the bibliography. e.g.,
refercace o Jayatlleke's Early Buddhist Theory of Knowledge appears in the text s
Theory i in the hitdiography 85 Early Buddhist Theors of Knowledpe,
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