CHAPTER 1V

THE EARLY BUDDHIST SANGHA AND
ITS SOCIAL BACKGROUND

9f), We have already referred to the close interelationship that obtained
between the early Buddhist Sevigha and the society of the times (v, supra.
21-24). Before we proceed to an analysis and an evaluation of the dita regarding
sex in the Vinayapitaka, a few sociological observations on the natdre and social
hackground of the early Buddhist Saigha to which (he Vinaya refers seem
‘necessary 45 that would enable a better appreciation of the data we possess,

91, ‘The early Buddhist monastic community hrowdly falls into two categories:
Firstly, there were those who renounced the world impelled by lofty motives,
Assiated, forinstance, in the Nalakapdnasutra (M. 462 £}, they sought pabbajji
“through faith” — saddhd pabbajita —ontherrown conviction that the brakmacariya
under the Buddha was the surest guarantee to release from dukkha {empincal
‘gorrow),? and took delight in the brahmacariva: abhiraid brahmacariye
(ef. M. L.463). Their life was one of contentment und happiness; and they lived
with a sense of modesty lind scrupilousness and with a desire for training: of.
Appiccha santutthd lafjino kukkuccaka yikkhdkama (Vin. 1, 44 passim). They
are often referred to as “the nable didciples who have put forih exertion™ —ariyd
draddhaviriya (M.119 possim) — and receive recognition as “the virtuous and
the good": silavanto katvdnadhamma(Vin.L 73 passim ), And, asthe Kandarakasutia
(M.1,399) shows, the Buddha was proud of the attainments of many of his
\disciples.’ As the Kakacipamasuita (M1 124) implies, very many early
disciples belonged to this caiegory; and were amenable 1o the words of the
Buddha: “My heart, O Bhikkhus.” says the Boddha, “was gladdened by the
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