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Interpretation of Sanyata in China
_ from 'Ben wu' to*Xing kong'

Vime. Medawarhelive D hawamicio T
1. Historical background

Just ws the teaching on Anarta pat fors ard by the RBuddha in the

6" cenfury B, (. created) s great stivin the teligions scene of the time, the

teaching on Swifia.  spesially Wien i}*ﬂﬁmmilﬁ'h‘ propounded by

Acdirvn Nagarjuma, gave Tise i ek enthusiastic, | debate and even
confusion Eversince then, there has et & contintous interestshown

by miny o both ol the coneepis. Some have spoken in their tavar,

upholding the concept as presenting the real essence of the Dhamma,

others have spoken eritically of them. and agtem pred o show that thess
-are misconceptions about the true nature of reality. Whatever is the
position taken up by sehiolars regarding 1w hajor concepls Adatta s

Qufifia. there is no doubt about the fact that Both concepts were

instrumental in provekmng much phittosephical delute and spurring the

development of DBuddhst thomeht thropghout the pees This:

gévelopment of Buddhist thought ismow seen in the appearance of new

mterpretations that are preserdicd to thisso eonoepls.

The Anatia doctrine of earlv Buddhisim was misunderstood

Ly the Buddha's own diseiples. For example. as seen in the



