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1. Introduction

Pali ‘or Theravada Buddhism is considered to be fundamentally.
dilferent from Mahayqna Bugddhism. However. in Pali literature, we
tind cermin concepts that are extremely similar to thuse of Muhdayina,
forexample, a Bodhisativa's original vows and prediction of becoming
o Buddha, the perfection ol s Bodhisartva's practices, Buddha's infinite
light. and the simultaneous existence of several Buddhas in eac
direction.

These concepts appear in later Pali seriptures suolvas the Apaddna.
(Ap): the Buddhavamsa (Bv), and the Carivapitaka (Cp), which
included inthe collection o KMk thaka N ikdva,

A compurison of these fexts and (heir commentaries revealy
certain interesting phenomena. They can be divided into three types,
The first (Type-A) is that the Mahiyanic clements found in the above
‘mentioned texts are missing in the loter textun] commenmaries.’ The
second ( Type-B) is that o few Mahiyanic idess missing in thése texts
appear 'in cerain Juter commentaries.  The third (Type-C) is that

Mahayanic ideas found in these texts are interpreted based on



