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Introduction

Puppetry has a long history. The origms of puppets dre
uncertainy, In many cultures dolls or puppets have been used as
substitute hurmn heings for magic purpeses. In Eust Asia puppet
performances were often given in association with speific reljzious
oecusions, such us the anniversary of the dedication ol 4 lemple.
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benefit of the gods, and in some cases the puppetect was hithself
apriest (the Indonesian dferne, or the tinerint priests of medieval
Jupan). Even today o Tapanese dunraka pesformance stans with
a prayer (o Sanhaso. an old puppet representing o god figure.
which s kept backstage = Tradational Indliar shadow peslonnances
begin with & prge, often in the form of an adoration of Ganesh.'

Puppets were changed dhvessely at the development, with the
itervention of different culiues, Even though there is no clear cu
between the types of puppets. for the convenience of learning they
have been divided in the followimg manner.
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