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Rites and rituals are magor riligious featires in every
religion in the world. A religion with out them is almost
non-existent. The aim of this article is o identify the rites
and rituals extant in India befor Buddhism appeared 1o
examine the Buddhist eritique ofit, The lexical meaning of
the terms rites and rituals, the source utilizable to study
Pre-Buddhist rites and rituals, and the rites and rituals
revealed by such sodree are here discussed separately,
Subsequently the Buddhist eritique of such rites and rituals
and conclusions derivable accordingly, are presented here.
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