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The abjective of this paper is 1o study the nature of music

during the second half of the 19" century, whichois-a
Prarsilion pericd regiteding the History ol mijsic m Si
Lanka In 18 ES, with the stan of thie British reign, there
were a ot of socios caltural changes tiking place in the
conntry. As aresult of the development in intertiational
relatons, Colombo harbor becamie an important harbor
an the h‘nchim {kmn I:‘nnmlumﬂy, wmnm.ﬂm:nammcm
groups. from the West as wellas from the East were able
o come it the country. On the other hand, due to the
gradual decling in ‘gadagam’, aditions] ant form which
prevailed in the country for two cenfuries, o need for o
differert Form of wr / entertomment was nsimg. Though
‘western dsma and music were popular amang the people
during the first two decades of the 19 century, ST
Lankan music teadinon was mamly miuenced by North
Indian and Gujiral music which were brought to Sn
Lanka by the Indian Diruma troops. Among these roops
the most sigmiicant wasa Persian troop who performed
North= Indinn and CGujart D THos s impartant
o sturly Sri Lankan Music in o Soeio - Cultural Context
as exphuned above,
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