Travel and Hospitality in Homeric Epies
Ishu Gamlath
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Reception of guests

Travel and hospitality form the hasis for the greatest of Greek
epic poems, the Thiad and the Odyssey.' Among the many titles
of the supreme god of the Olympians, Zeus, is that of the god of
hospitality und travel, The legiendury Trojan wir highlighted in these
epics was caused when Paris, a guest, wrongs his host. Menelaus,
by eloping with his wafe, Helen, thus incurring the wrath of Zeus,
Consequently. both parties pay the penalty while itis the host's
stde that triumph in the end. Thie pravers of Menelaus echo the
patin he sulfered on account of hospitality:

“Grant me revenge, King Zens on Paris the man
who wronged me in the begimning Use my hamds.
b g b down so that our childeen’s chuldren
iy still shudder at the thought of injuring a hast
whe has received them kindly.™

Al travelers come under the care and prolection of Zeus.
Travellers are generally offered hospitality i ancient Greek epics
and it was the custom (o provide them with all their requirements.
Nausicu, davghter of king Alomous, who sees Odvssens it a state
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