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This article is about the disappraval of the Catholic
Church ofi the mipdvation of the Bombasss Passion
Play (1923) of K. Lawence Perera whi mtroduced
women to play female roles. A ban on the Fassion
Play wits imposed in 1939 by the then Archbishop
of Colombo, Rev. De. 1M Massion (0. M. 1) on
Uhe groud thitt it was contrary to the tradition of
thie: peaple of this country.

This article has examined the leters written by
Lawrence Perers 'to Fr. Basil Fonseki. to the
Archibishop of Calombo Rev. I LM Mussion and
another letter wrinen in 1'3-43 to the successar of
Archbishop Massion, Rev. Dr. Thomas B. Cooray,
requesting thent to [ thi hin imposed on lis play

This article highlights the patrianchal atthority of
‘the male dommated Catholic Church which
determimes the normative roles for women and i
contrist it mspires the reader on e wsiching and
attitude Of Jesus towards women in comparson 1o
the pre- Vatican conservilive theology of the church
hierarchy.
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