The Cult of Kiri Amma
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Kiri Amma ambiguously milk or grandmother is a local
femule deity worshipped by Sri Lankans [rom proto-historic
times. Originally, this cult was practiced by aboriginal Vaddhas
and later incorporated into the Sinhala pantheon. This deity
is invoked individually or collectively is its seven or thirteen
manifestations. Almost all female deities mvoked m Sri Lanka
are considered (o have seven manifestations, such as seven
Patrini, seven Kuali, seven Riddi Bisava, and seven
enchantresses or Madana kama Bisavu. Kiri Amma 15 the
aldest of this class ol deites which onginated in Vaddha
community. This cull must have been introduced o the
Viadidhas by some Dravidiun tribes who migrated w St Lanka
from time o time. The worship of Kiri Amma is practiced
even today all over St Lanka bul with diminished signilicance.

Mist ol the mamlestauons ol Kirr Amma are lemale
counterparts of demonic gods worshipped by the Vaddhas,
Indigollewe Kiri Amma 18 one such example and she is
supposed 1o be the spouse of Gale Yaka or God of the rock,
one ol the most important gods of that area. Abbriginal
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