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The main task of verbatim translation is to give an
interpretation to a work of literature and to
paraphrase its content. Mauvadaevadaavata
sanna, Sasadaavata sanna and Kaavayaadarsa
sanna are fine examples for Sinhalese verbatim
translations which have occupied a significant
place in Classical Sinhalese literature. Among these,
Sasadaadvata sanna is considered unique since it
is the first Sinhalese verbatim translation of a
Sinhalese poetry book. However, most of the
Sinhalese verbatim translations have been
prepared to paraphrase Pali and Sanskrit books.
Sinhalese verbatim translation, which was
inspired by Pali verbatim translation, appears
to have flourished in Polonnaru era. The
significance of verbatim translation in Classical
Sinhalese literature is discussed in this paper.
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