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_ Abstract

arth belongs to the universe. Person belongs to the earth. It must be stated here that,

although the earth is a small unit when compared with the universe, all the basic
characteristics of the universe relate to the earth and to all beings living on the earth. But this
study does not expect to cover such a wide range. This study is specially about the person, the
existence of person and about how the personality traits are framed.

This study is done in relation to Buddhism and that too relating to original Buddhism.
We do not come across any reference to personality in Buddhism. Such reference is found
only in the study of modern psychology. In modern psychology inquiry in to personality is
in relation to knowledge. But in eastern philosophy the nature of the existence of person is
recognized in relation to wisdom.

Matter takes shape by the combination of physical energy of the universe. The existence
of the person is caused by the combination of that physical energy and consciousness. By self
movements that could be controlled at will through the unlimited power to think as a result of
the power of consciousness, the human being takes the highest position in the plane of living
beings.

Buddhism which values the wellbeing of all beings could be recognized as the highest
result of human thought. The flow of unity of the two compaositions, consciousness and physical
form called name and form is recognized as personal existence. The flow of consciousness
is caused by the aggregate of feeling, perception and mental formation. This very flow of
consciousness in return causes aggregate of feeling, perception and mental formation.

This flow of aggregates through cause and effect is recognized with the help of concept.
With the help of concept T’ it develops its identity. Cyclic thoughts weaken the power of self
control of person and develop unwholesome behavior. That unwholesome behavior again and
again encourages the cycle of existence. The diversity of person is caused by the complex nature
of this process. One person differs from another through his personality.

The original Buddhism points out one’s own responsibility to develop his own identity.

Personality could be adjusted as you desire by changing the nature of its flow by adding
physical, verbal and mental wholesome behavior patterns to the flow of physical and mental
composition. That is to say that life could be carried beyond the limits of cyclic influence.

It is this very fact that Buddhism teaches us and Buddhism is endowed with precious
moulds in this respect. Lord Buddha can only pin point such moulds and the ultimate
responsibility of leading one’s life within those moulds and developing a personality of
enlightened life style is all important.
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