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Understanding Sculptures of Ganapati, the Elephant headed God of the 

Hoysala Period: A Multi Dimensional Approach  
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ABSTRACT 

A systematic approach to a subject like dance in sculptures or geometry involved in 

sculptures of Ganapati requires a study of its principles and practice at an empirical level 

through the application of analytical techniques from the first step. The next step is the 

synthesis of the elements of art experience into an intuitive one and response to beauty and 

truth that are always the very core of a genuine art experience. The current paper deals with 

the understanding of sculptures from a multidimensional perspective. Four Ganapati 

sculptures at Halebid have been identified and analysed. The research involves a systematic 

approach towards the principles as well as a current understanding of the shastric 

prescriptions.   An attempt has been made to understand the sculptures with special 

reference to Ganapati through the Medias comprising of Ancient Indian Literature, 

elements of iconology, Bharata’s Natyashastra and other texts and a scientific approach to 

the significance of the trunk as the Golden Spiral.  The paper concludes shedding light on 

how a multidimensional approach is essential to understand the micro nuances of a 

sculpture.  

 

Key Words: Natya Shastra, Golden Spiral, Sacred Geometry, Halebid. 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Departments of Ancient History and Archaeology and Archaeology and Museology, Maharajas 

College, University of Mysore, Mysore – 570 023, Karnataka, 

India (Email: rohithashastry@gmail.com) 

2. Surekha, #13, AECS II stage, 1st  cross, near (ISRO Head Office), Sanjaynagar, Bangalore-

560094, Karnataka, India (Email: rekhasubbarao@gmail.com)  

3. Department of Archaeology and Ancient History, The Maharaja Sayajirao 

University of Baroda, Vadodara – 390 002, Gujarat, India (Email: vrushab999@gmail.com) 

mailto:rohithashastry@gmail.com
mailto:rekhasubbarao@gmail.com
mailto:vrushab999@gmail.com

