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Abstract

This research titled “Characteristics of customs and traditions related to
coémmunication in rural devalas” was carried out by exploring the rituals of “Ang Keliya”
and associated beliefs in gods in the area of Kadawath Sathara provincial secretarial
division in Galle. The concept of god evolved with human evolution and its study is
traditionally done by the study of related works of historical literature. An attempt was
made to describe the abilities and the strengths of various gods was communicated in

stories and the images of gods.

“Ang Keliya” is not presently practiced. Information was gathered by
studying the history of Thimbirigaha kovil and associated retuals, from the elder citizens
of the area. Information gathering proved difficult due to persons with the knowledge
being no longer alive. Interviews, case studies and content analysis were the tools of data

collection and analysis.

“Paththini” goddess rituals, “Paththini™ genesis and “Ang Keliya™ genesis
were used to relate folklore to the social status of Dadella villagers employing
communication theory. Communication element, social forms of communication,
characteristics of developing communication, features of cultural communication,

creative communication elements were employed for analysis.

The study findings reveal that “Ang Keliya” depicts advanced features of
communication. Fertility is synonymous with development and “Ang Keliya™ is a fertility
ritual conveying rural development. The currently popular concept of sustainable
communication is clearly noted in “Ang Keliya”. This raises the possibility of using
ancient customs like “Ang Keliya” to communicate with the society on modern
development efforts. The love, honour and devotion of rural villagers to nature would be
the basis of such successful communication.

Ang keliya, Paththini, Thibirigaha kovila, Dadalle, Ang adeema



