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Celebrating Tenfold Virtue: An analysis of celebration of virtue in Jainism
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Das Lakshan Parva alias Paryushan is a ten day long festival celebrated annually by the
Digamber Jains for self-purification and uplift. Das Lakshan means ten virtues which are the
bed — rock of Jain ethics. The festival is marked by a cheerful observance of Uttama
Kshama(Supreme Forgiveness),Uttama Aarjava(Supreme Honesty or Straight - forwardness),
Uttama  Mardava(Supreme  Humility or  Tenderness),Uttama  Satya(Supreme
Truthfulness),Uttama  Shaucha(Supreme  Purity),Uttama  Sanyam(Supreme  Self-
restraint),Uttama  Tapa(Supreme Penance or Austerity),Uttama Tyaga(Supreme
Renunciation),Uttama  Akinchanya(Supreme  Non — attachment) and Uttama
Brahmacharya(Supreme Chastity or Celibacy). It is believed that the strict adherence to these

virtues puts us on the road to our ultimate destination i.e. salvation.

The unique feature of Jainism i.e. celebration of virtues and forgiveness and its impact on

society and globe will be highlighted in this paper.
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