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Abstract

Study on the progress of railway transportation in Sri Lanka between 1900 and
1948
The objective of this research is to fill the void that does exist due to no one having
undertaken an academic research study on the rarllway transportation in Sn Lanka
between 1900 and 1948. Factors that have contnbuted to the progress of rail
transportation in Sn Lanka between 1900 and 1948 as well as the benefits, the local
economy and society gained as a result, are dealt with in this study
The rail transportation that began with the augural cutting of the first sod on the 3
of August 1858 by Sir Hendry Ward, the Governor, went on to become a network of
roads spread right through the island. What was expected here 1s carmying out a wide
analysis on how the Sn Lanka Railway with its long history of more than 150 years
has contributed to increased interactions with the Sn Lankan social hfe. From the
inception of rail transportation, the tendency to have it subjected to a rapd
development, which accelerated after 1900
The question whether it was the policy of the Bniish colomal governance to generate
profit from the railways on enhancing capital cost in the estate arcas. It was answered
by taking into account the facts such as giving prionity to building railways between
1865 and 1905 for benefit of the plantation sector and thereafier from 1905 in the rest
of the country mainly for the benefit of the common folk. The factors for assuming the
latter 1s discussed and addressed in detail in this study.
Whether the government wanted to limit the railway for the plantation sector alone or
whether there were other alternatives they had in mind was something that the author
tnies to seek an answer for. It 1s discussed here to find out whether government had the
estate community in mind or whether it was thinking basically on the large amount of
money they could eam by investing on the rail infrastructure for the needs of the
plantations or to reap the benefits that would accrue from the colony’s needs for
defense, economic, administrative and political requirements
The beginning of the railway from 1867 to 1948 and related incidents and
developments are analyzed using the available primary and secondary sources. The
fact that the railways contributed to development of cultivation activities in many
areas. Why there was a decline in construction of railways between 1930 and 1948,
whether it was due declining income 1s on issue discussed here as well. The analysis
continues to ascertain the economic benefits, the railway accidents that caused
sensations. The causes for such accidents are subject to analysis in this study
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