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Study on Ih� pTHl(rt"l� or r.ih..� ll':lln�porlaliun iD Sri LaD"" iK't.. t"l"n I91Mlllnd

19411

The ooJCCU\C ufth,s rl.".,'ar,h IS 1u lilllOC ,Old that Ill"'" ex'sl d� to no onc ha\Hlg

urllk:rtaLcn lU\ a.;a<J,;m". re-..:an:h Mud, on rh<: rall ..a�. transponal1on In Sri Lanka

beh.ecn IQOO afllI l'NII fa.;turs that ha,,: conlribul<:'d to the progress of rail

ITlII�portlhon 10 Sn Lanka b<.'1'w.:n lQOO and 1<lol1! as ",c11 as the bcndils. t� local

�onum� and WC'cl) p,no:d as a r.:suh, .Ill\: ..kalt ",Ih In th,s stud)

The ra,llranspor1ahon thal bc�n ",nh the Inaugural cullmg of the fi�1 sod on the J'.

of August 1858 b\ SII llen..1r). Ward. the Gmemor. wenl on 10 lxcomo: a �1"'�lfk of

n-..b spread nghlll'lruugh the ISl.a.nd \Vhat ",as e,<pcct.:J here IS CilrT)Hlg Oul a Yoldc

:maI)!>!s on 110... the Sn Lanka Ra,l",ay WIth 115 long IuSlon of mun: t1w11�O years

Im. conmool,-d to ,n.:n:ll>oCd mlcraclJons ""th the Sn Lankan 5QC".1 Iofe from the

lTIcepuon of r.lJI Il'aJ\::'>jlOl'bllon. lhe lende� to have 11 subJ<xt.:d 10 a rapld

dndopmcnt hK;h ....'CcJc....I<..d aft.."'f l�

11le qUl:SlIOfl helhct .1 "'as the pol� of the Bnu\oh colomal gu�efI'lilnc.: 10 g<.'flo.'r.1le

profil from the r.ul ... a�� on enhancmg ,;aptlal L-ost m the L'Slate areas It u an� crcd

by talmg mlO account the facl� MKh a� g"mg prionl� 10 b".llldmg rJlIl aH bt.-t et:n

1865 and I'KIS for t>enefil ofthc planlahon "C\:lu' and thcreallcr from IY05 m the n:�t

of the oountr)" mamly for the hcnefitofthe common foIL lbe fllL1or. for lISM1lTUng the

Ianer 15 dlJ;o;;IWed and addn:s.'C'I.I In dt:bil in this study_

Wbethet lhe �"'nnmc-nl ... anted 10 IImll the rall ... a, for the p1antallon !;CCtOf alon.: or

... hclher there ...en: other ahL-malJ"_" tlM."} had m mlnd"'35 somethmg thal the autht"

tnes 10 <;«-lan ans"'c:r for It IS dJscus'Cd ht"'fe In find OUI ... nether g<l'L"'fIUlK:ru had the

estate C(lll1muRlly m mmd or ... helher It "lIS thmling basi,;all� on the large a.mount of

�- lhey COllld earn bJ. m' ......mg on the rail mfraslnJL1ure for the n...cds of the

p1anlllllORs or to �I" the hcndilS lhal ,,"OUld accrue: fTom the c...lun�', "'-....'<1s fur

defensc. ecOfWImJC. lKImlnlstrame and pollllcal requirements

'The hcgllUllng nf lhe raIlway from 1867 10 1�8 and related IllCldenl' and

developments are analpcd usmg the a\'adable primal'}' and "C\:OlKlaf) ...'urccs The

flltt that the nlll...-ays COI\tnhuted to de\elopment of culri\'at"'" ....1"lllL"!o m man'

areas "'illy there was a ded mC m construclllln of railwa� s hct"et:n 1930 and 11,141' .

...hcther l\ "a.s due declining mcmne IS on is"-UC dlscus� here as well Tne alldlySls

conttnUCS 10 ao;<:e!1aln the econumlC heneflls. lhe railway accidents thal caused

SC1t5lItl,ms lite .... USl." for !ouch accidents arc suhJcctto analysl' tn thIS stud�-
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