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“In our understanding markets are a necessary form of economic
coordination and superior to the alternatives. Markets left to their
own devices, however, are both socially and environmentally blind.
They are unable by themselves to provide public goods in sufficient
quantities. If markets are to fulfill their potential, they need the
regulation of a state which is able to apply sanctions, effective laws
fair prices (Hamburg Programme 2007 : 17)”
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“Wealth and the high quality of life have always been priorities in Social
Democratic Economic Policy. In the past, progress was understood mainly in
terms of quantitative growth. Nowadays we are forced by rapid climate
change the overburdening of eco systems and the growth of world population
to give development a new, future oriented direction. We want sustainable
progress, a dynamic economy, social justice and environmental responsibility
in unison. This requires Qualitative growth in combination with reduced
consumption of resources” (Hamburg Programme 2007).
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“We are looking for sustainable progress, combining economic dynamism,
social justice and environmental common sense. By means of qualitative
growth we wish to overcome poverty and exploitation, make possible
prosperity and decent work for all and do something about looming climate
change. It is important also to safeguard the natural bases of life for future
generations and to improve the quality of life. To that end we wish to put the
possibilities opened up by scientific and technological progress in the service
of humanity ” (Qulitative Growth in the SDP’s Hamburg Programme).
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