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About one century after Lord Buddha's parinibbana,
the Buddhist community was split into 18 schools
or more ; and two schools, the Theravada and the
Sarvastivada put into shade all other schools by
the voluminous bulk of their Canon and the
extensive area of their influence. But if the
Theravada Canon came down to us aimost in its
entirety, the same cannot be said of the Sarvastivada
Canon, the Sanskrit original s of which were almost
all lost except for some fragments discovered in
Central Asia, some remains brought back from
Nepal, the recent discoveries of the Gilgit
manuscripts and its Chinese and Tibetan
trandations. A comparative study of both Tripitakas
would throw alot of light onthe origin of theancient
Canon and the similaritiesand differences between
the tenets of the Sarvastivada and the Theravada.
Attempts by some eminent scholars had been made
in this direction; but mostly, they confined their
activities to the Vinayapitakaya. Thus, Dr. W.
Pachow in hiscomparative study of the Pratimoksa
and Dr. A. C. Banerjee in The Sarvastivada
literature, dealt mainly with the monastic rules to
be followed by the monks and the nuns. Dr. Bapat
had opened a new vista in his Arthpadasutra by
comparing the Chinese Arthapadasutra with the
Pali text but hiswork isconfined only to one portion
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of the Suttanipata. Thus, a systematic comparative
study of the Sutrapitaka of the Theravada and the
Sarvastivada Canons is still a desideratum. In a
Comparative Study of the Chinese Madhyama
Agamaand the Pali Majjhima Nikaya, efforts are
made to introduce one important section of
Sarvasativada Canon, the Madhyama Agama
amostinitsentirely. TheAgamaisdealt with very
extensively starting with the composition of the
wholework initsdivisionintovarges, fasciculi, days
of recital of the Sutras. It also explains some
differences in the practices actually followed by
people in certain Buddhist countries in modern
times.
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