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This study describes the experiences of countries
(such as Japan and Korea) that have adopted the
mother-tongue as the medium of instruction for
higher education. The mother-tongue can be
considered as avital medium of education in any
developed country in the world. For example in
China, Chineseisthe main language of university
education as well as primary and secondary
education. Thisiscommon to other countries such
as Japan and Korea. In those countries, students
haveto study their mother-tonguetill they complete
their university education. They have to improve
their language skills step by step. To achieve this,
theauthoritiesinthefield of education should employ
the most suitable and practical policy decisionsfor
the devel opment of linguistic skills.

However, all students of those countries would
prefer to study English asan international language
or second language. Japan and Korea commence
English medium education from gradethree at the
primary level. Accordingly most of the Japanese
scholars and the students prefer to study English
to improve their subject knowledge by reading
bookswrittenin English and devel op their writing
skill in English. However, the authorities have
understood the methods that they should improve
the talents of young students.
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In Sri Lanka, the mother-tongueiscompulsory only
for studentswho study for the O’ Level examination.
After passing the O'L, there is no need to continue
studying in the mother-tongue.

In Sri Lanka, scholar’s intelligence has been
measured by the knowledge of English which has
emerged since the colonial period. Some scholars
also use English as a “weapon”*.

Not only the mother-tongue but also other subjects
that belong to the Humanities are facing critical
issues sincethe last two decades. The book titled
Not for the profit; why Democracy Needs the
Humanities written by Prof. Martha Nussbaum
has expressed that subjects that belong to the
category of Humanities are facing difficultiesand
that this hasagreat impact on the deterioration of
subjectsinthe Humanities.
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*  See, Kandiah, T. (1984) Kaduva: Power and English Language Weapon
in Sri Lanka, InPercy Colin- Thorneand A. Hal pe eds, Honouring E.F.C
Ludowyk Felicitation essay - Colombo - Tisara Prakasakayo, pp. 117-
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