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Thetheory of Catharsispromulgated by Aristotlein
3 century BC has been an area of controversy.
According to Aristotle, the concept of Catharsisis
the sinequanon of all tragic drama. There hasbeen
a lot of discussion among scholars and critics
regarding the emations of pity and fear and their
impact on theatre audiences. Some of these
interpretations deviate from Aristotle's original
concept.

In this research paper, my attempt is to open a
discussionwith regard to this controversial concept.
Aristotle's own concept forms the basis of my
discussion.

Tragic Drama makes use of many different
approachesto highlight and enhance the sentiment of
pity and fear. Aristotle's own opinion is that the best
way to develop this sentiment of pity and fear was
through the structure of the drama. My investigation
will primarily focuson thisstructural aspect.

What thisresearch triesto prove or demonstrateis
that the structure of the drama not only creates
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the elements of pity and fear but also enhances
and highlightsthese very same feelings. The most
suitable dramatic structureto devel op this sentiment
iswhat we may call the “ Climactic Structure”
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