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The problem of origin and the devel opment of Sanskrit
drama have been discussed by many eminent Indian
and Western scholars during the last few decades. The
result emanating from these scholarly discussions
though often divergent, proved hel pful in narrowing the
gaps to a considerable degree. Many opinions have
comeout onthe origin and the decline of Sanskrit drama
inIndia

The aim of the present article is to examine these
problemsby using the original Sanskrit dramatextsand
secondary explanations of the same. Such eminent
scholars as Levi, Keith and Konow have done long
investigationsinto Sanskrit drama. Through their deeper
analysis and evaluations, we arein aposition to study
Sanskrit drama. Their points of view have been
mentioned where necessary.

The Indian tradition preserved in the Natya sastra of
Bharata has given all the details of the theories of
drama. These valuble facts are discussed in detail.

In tracing the development of drama, thiswork haslaid
stress not only on the great writers such as Kalidasa
but also the later works of the minor writers.

In this work, the origin of Sanskrit Drama, its
Development, Dramatic Theory and Dramatic Practice
have been discussed.

K ey wor ds.- Sanskrit drama, Natyasastra, Kalidasa
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