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Historical novel isaliterary genrein which theplotis
situated in the past. The kind of novel portrays the
manners and social conditions of the persons or times
presented in the story while paying attention to other
details of the time as well. Writers sometimes choose
to explore notable historical figures in the settings,
allowing readers to understand how the personalities
respond to given situations in their background. His-
torical novel inthe West hasit’s foundations in the
works of Walter Scott and his contemporaries in the
19" century. Susantha Mahaulpatha has already writ-
tentwo historical novels.Thefirst is Parjanya based
on the Tooth Relic brought to Sri Lanka by prince
Danthaand princessHemamala. The secondisAshada
Pushpaya based in the Kandyan period, concentrat-
ing on the last few years of King Sri Wickrama
Rajasinghe. In this the author has attempted to illus-
trate the historical character Aehelapola Adikaram.
His fictious name is Asela Mala. The purpose of this
paper isto critically value the above novels for their
historical and artistic merit.
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