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According to Buddhism, theright view asthe foundation of
humean knowledgeand understanding Sgnifiesthemanner of viewing
an object mental or materid initstrue perspective’. Thisprovides
the necessary background for our knowledge and the formation
of concepts about the subjective and the objective world. The
mental bassof theright view isdependent on sensation, perception,
mental formation and consciousness®. Sensation signifiesthe
awareness of stimulation and belongs to the sphere of human
emotionsand sentiments. Perceptionssignify the basic component
of theformation of aconcept andit belongsto the sphereof intellect
and memory. On the other hand, volition denotesone’swill in
choosing or making adecision which hasthe foundation of the
above two mental functions. Consciousness signifies an alert
cognitivestateinwhich oneisawareof theinternd and theexterna
happeningsof theworld of phenomena’. Onthewhoale, thesesignify
different menta functionsor energiesthat influencetheformation
of aview of theworld of experience.
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1. Usefulnessand M aintenance of the Right View

A right view of the phenomenal worldisonly possiblewhen
theseinner functionsof thehuman mind areregul ated and devel oped
to agood state. One of the main objectivesof theanaysisof the
fiveaggregatesisto build up aright view of the phenomend world.
Theformation of erroneous concepts and theimmoral behavior
areall duetotheinner functionsof thehuman mind.* Whenthese
functionsof the human mind areassailed by the defilementsshown
in Buddhism, thewrong viewsof the phenomena world areformed
which lead to the detrimental happenings of the human society.
The maintenance of inner calmnessand awell-controlled mind
which restricts the formation of wrong views motivated by
defilementsareaproblem that human beingsface.® But, Buddhism
has prescribed many amethod to maintain theright view of the
phenomenal world through right mental training.® According to
Buddhism, aview does not mean asimpleabstract collection of
propositions, ideas or thoughts, but it means self-centered result
oriented thought concepts that shape our mental and physical
activities. Asour views have astrong mental basis, they havea
significant effect on usand society. Therefore, themaintenance of
the right view of the world of phenomena is of paramount
importance.” The correlation of viewsand attitudesare significant
because our attitudestowardsacertain problem or issue haveits
basisin our views. Attitude denotestheway of thinking, speaking
and behaving.2 Thefoundation of our attitudeshasitsbasisinour
view. Theview isformed onthebasisof conceptsand theformation
of conceptsisacomplicated psychological processthat directly
influencestheattitude of anindividual. According to Buddhism,
viewsstand in between the concepts and attitudes and they havea
direct impact on human society. Hence, to find asolutionto the
issuesof theworld, basicdly, itisnecessary to havetheright views
asthey have astrong effect on human society.
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2. Thelnfluence of Defilementson Views

Wrong viewslead to many discrepanciesin human soci ety
and they divert the decision-taking, implementing of new things,
development, planning etcin thewrong direction.® According to
early Buddhist teachings, theright view hasahighly philosophical
meaning and on the other hand, it could be discussed from a
mundane point of view as well.*® Nonetheless, the highly
philosophical meaning of right view isal so dependent onitsgenerd
meaning and therefore, getting used to the devel opment of right
view hasto be started at itsgrass-root level. In order to provide
sustainabl e solutionsto the complicated issues of theworld, itis
necessary to correct our wrong views on amoral and rational
basis.* Thiseventually leadsto the attainment of supra-mundane
knowledge with which one could perceivethetrue nature of the
world of phenomena.

Basicdly Buddhism classifiesviewsinto two* as-
*  Viewswithtants.(defilements)
* Viewswithout taints.(without defilements)

Tainted defiled viewsare mundane but such viewscould dso
bring merit and will support the harmonious existence of human
society if they areto be made accurate to acertain degree. As
ordinary beings, one cannot expect them to maintain right views
aways,just asthenobledisciplesof the Buddha But an ordinary
being a so could maintain aright view regarding the day to day
problemsthrough the practiceof aright menta exerciseprescribed
inBuddhism.

According to Buddhism, taints are the basic elementsthat
corrupt the human mind.** Here, itissaid that therel ativereduction
of defilements could devel op the positive side of the human mind
which leadsto the formation of right concepts, right viewsand
right attitudes. According to Buddhism, atainted, defiled mind



A Stupy oF THE RIGHT VIEW AND ITSRATIONAL FOUNDATION 71

cannot perceivethevery natureand al the aspectsof aproblem.®
Buddhigmisof theview that mundanebeingsawaystendtoentertain
two extremes, i.e. materialism and idealism and cannot discern
thetrue nature of theworld of objects,*® but with the devel opment
of theright view, one can prevent themind from running after the
extremesthat lead to prejudiceand bias.

It ismentioned that whatever may betheideology , if oneis
attachedtoit, graspsit, beingtied totheview and takesit asmy
and mine, it leadsto the generation of harmful resultsin human
society.!” Thissort of strong bondageto acertain ideology does
not lead onetowardsacorrect path or find acorrect solutiontoa
certain issue.’® As it is detrimental to the right knowledge,
understanding, attitude, thought, behavior etc., it avoids the
entertaining of right criticism from othersaswell. That iswhy
Buddhism hasgiventhehighest priority totheright view asitisthe
most important element of mental behavior. Speciadly, asfar as
socia mattersare concerned, it hasapractical significance.

Itisobvioustheat aviewisinvolvedinour vision, way of looking
at aproblem and understanding it aswell. One of theweaknesses
of thehumanmindisthat itisimpossbleto seedl theaspectsof a
certainissue. Solutionsgiven without perceiving al theaspectsof
anissue, leadsto much more complicationsin human society. In
thisregard, thefour kindsof attachment that |ead to theformation
of wrong views"™ shownin the discourses areimportant and they
areasfollows:-

*  Attachment to sensud pleasure
*  Attachmenttoviews

*  Attachmenttoritesandrituals
*  Attachment to Saif

Here, it isclear that when one' sthoughts areformed on the
basisof theabovethings, itisimpossibleto havearight vision of
the social issues as well as the world of phenomena. In the
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Dependent Origination, itistaught that Craving and Graspingare
two causdl factorsthat lead to the origin of many socid issues.®
According to Buddhism, thethoughts of desirethat ariseinthe
human mind does not mean craving. Craving impliesthe strong
impulsiveand dynamicinner workingsof the human mind which
produce intense thoughts and the unwholesome behavior
manifested externally. Inthiscontext, grasping meansthe strong
impulsvementa dement of greed and suchastrong mentality leads
to bondage or attachment wherewrong views are generated.*

Asfar ashuman beingsare concerned, themaintenance of the
right view and thetimely application of it wherever necessary are
the most important. One of the human weaknessesisthat one
cannot or it isextremely difficult to maintaintheright viewswhen
themind isassailed by theinternal and external influences. The
human mindisabreeding ground for thegeneration of defilements
andthereforeviewsareformed influenced by defilements.

3. Psychological Basisof theRight View

Inthisregard, the nutrimentsprescribed in Buddhismareaso
very sgnificant asthey nourish our views. In Buddhism, nutriments
arebasicaly divided into two asmaterial and mental. M aterial
nutrimentssuch assolidity, fluidity, heat, motion, colour, odour,
thetestable and nutrient essence are basically important for the
maintenance of our physical body.?? But here, themost important
isthementa nutrimentsthat devel op and mould the conceptsand
views?. Thefour kindsof nutrimentsareasfollows:-

*  Materia food
*  Contact

*  Mentd volition
*  Consciousness

In this context, contact denotes the sensorial and mental
impressionswhich provide the condition for the three kinds of
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fedlingi.e. agreeable, disagreeableand indifferent. In accordance
with the different kinds of feelings, our conceptsand viewsare
formed. Mentd volitionisrelaedtorebirth and theinner functions
of thehumanmind. It Sandsasthefoundation of al mental functions
Therefore, for theformation of conceptsand views, it providesa
very strong basis. Consciousness feedsmind and corporeality
standsasan incorporeal energizer of dl thehuman activities. The
very nature of consciousnessdirectly influencestheformation of
conceptsand views of theworld of phenomena.

Thefour kindsof nutrimentsareawaysnurtured by clinging
and craving and they are detrimental to the formation of right
views*. Specificdly, thefour kindsof dinging lead totheformation
of wrong viewsi.e. clingingto sensud plessures, clingingtoviews,
clingingtorites& ritualsand the clinging to soul. According to
Buddhism, grasping or clinging makesone deviatefrom theright
view and doesnot |ead to the generation of right thoughtsinone's
mind. Thissgnifiesakind of very impulsive strong bondageto the
conceptualized world of phenomena®. Asfar asordinary beings
areconcerned, they arelivinginanobjectiveworldwhichischanging
or transforming into something el sein every second. Hence, the
clingingtotheworld of phenomenaintransformetion awayscovers
the devel opment of aright view. Animpartia and unbiased mental
foundation whereoneisableto observethevery natureand every
aspect of anissueisof primeimportancein finding asuccessful
solution to theworld of complexitiesfaced by ordinary beings.
Thiskind of clingingisknown asprejudice. In Buddhism, thisis
theclinging that blemishestheright view.

The other mental element that generatesakind of aversion
towardsthe phenomend worldisill-will. According to Buddhism,
inthishumanworld, basically two dynamic characteristicsare
visiblein the human mind either people cravefor objectsof the
world or they extend akind of obsession towardstheworld of
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phenomena.® Thesetwo |ead to the formation of wrong views,
thoughts, conceptsetc. According to early Buddhist teachings,
thesetwo strong menta impul seshavethefoundation of ignorance
which appearsasthefirst condition in thetheory of Dependent
Origination. When one’s mind is assailed by these strong
defilements, oneisunableto havearight view of theworld. Craving
andill-will lead to the devel opment of conflictsor attachmentsand
they are produced by the different kinds of feelings. Thesetwo
denote two aspects of the human mind. Many a method of
medi ation has been prescribed to control them and the gradual
eradication of them.?’

According to Buddhism, themaost important isthemaintenance
and application of the right view especially when there are
challenging circumstances and decis vemoments. Thisisakind of
challengethat human beingsare confronted with astheir mindis
awaysassailed by strong defilements. Without getting used tothe
maintenance of theright view, itisextremely difficult to cometo
unbiased, impartial decisons. Therefore, aproper mentd, physica
and verbal training isnecessary to maintain theright view of the
world of phenomena. Thepracticeof right effortisthefirst stepin
thisprocess. Theentranceinto the processeswith abalanced and
cammind, inthe courseof time, leadsto self-motivation towards
the cultivation of positivequalitiesof themind. Ontheother hand,
the gradual development of faculties is also helpful in the
maintenance of theright view. In Buddhism, faculty signifiesthe
mordal powers, motives, controlling principleor thedirectiveforce®
Withthehep of facultieswhich aretwenty four innumber, onecan
maintain theright view without deviating fromit.

Thementa basisof theright view i.e. besidesthedefilements,
hasacloseaffinity with perception, mental formation or volition
and consciousness. Perception signifies the awareness or
understanding of sensory information and the grasping of the
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distinctive character of theworld of objects. The mental basisof
actions, attributes, viewsand thoughtsare dependent on each other.
According to Buddhism, only right perception could givetheright
view of theworld of objects. Therefore, right perception with
regard to theworld of phenomenaisnecessary to formtheright
view and it displays the ultimate experience of the world of
phenomenaand involvesin afurther processing of sensory input
which leadsto the conceptualization of the phenomenal world.
Sensations and perceptionsareimpossi bleto be separated from
each other asthey areinseparably interrel ated. Sensationsarethe
immediateresultsof our understanding of theworld of phenomena.
According to Buddhism, when perceptionstransform themselves
into conceptsor kind of organized experience, it affectsour views
and manifestsdifferent physical, mental and verbal behaviors.
Hence, right perceptionsare very useful for theright viewsand
they finally provide the foundation for decisions which are
implemented for the betterment of theworld.

On the other hand, depending on perception, the mental
formation al so takes place which isthe dynamic side of human
thinking. Itisaregenerative, supportive and result-oriented mental
forceand hasavery deep connotation in Buddhism and signifies
the conceptualization of theworld of objectswhich affectsour
views, decisionsand attributes and creates the necessary ground
for views. Mental formation which conceptualizestheworld of
phenomenaisalso known asmenta volition. Thedisposition of a
personisdecided by thiswhich directly affectshisviews. It hasa
direct relationshipwith our physica, verbal and mental behaviour
aswell. When the volition is affected by craving, ill-will and
ignorance, one cannot have agood mental disposition. Viewsare
alwaysgrounded by the degree of defilementsand the dynamic
functionsof feeling, perception, volition and consciousness.®
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4. Rational foundation of theRight View

Theright view which hasarational foundation, emphasizes
abstaining from attachment to acertain ideology or prejudicesand
withthat foundation looking at dl thefacets, causesand conditions
that lead to the formation and devel opment of variousissuesin
society and of theworld of phenomenainawider sense. Thus, the
right view could providetherequired directiontofinding asolution
to the burning issues of the world. From the Buddhist point of
view, theunsatisfactory natureisthe underlying causal factor for
the emergence of al the socia issuesand in order to resolve
these, onehasto havearight view of suchissuesbased onlogical
and moral reasoning which isknown as ehipassika (come and
perceive) or pacchavekkhana, (observation again and again).
Without astrong rational foundation, itisdifficult to haveright
thoughts, concepts and ideol ogiesthat |ead to the formation of
right viewsand attitudes. Hence, theright view isthe science of
mental, physical and verbal behaviour of theindividual .*° The
aspirations of every human being in society areto beachieved
throughthisif heor sheisto and maintain happiness, hedlth, peece,
harmony and economic realities. In order to acquirethesethings
and maketheworld abetter placefor humanliving, itisnecessary
to maintain thesewithout disruption. In thisobjectiveworld where
theindividual playsthe subjective part, he needs abehavioral
trainingi.e. physical, verba and mental |eading towardsapeaceful
andrisk-freelife. Inorder to achieve such objectivesinlife, there
should beright decisions, applications, implementationsetc. The
achievement of these objectivesbecomedifficult whenthereisno
right view asit playsavitd roleindl human activities. Itisobvious
that theelementary level of theright view isuseful insolvingworld
issues. Many an issue of the world isrelated to the economic
reditiesand the consequent behaviord patternsof theindividua .3
Onthewnhole, the significance of therational foundation of the
right view for theresol ution of such socia issuesthat |ead to many
aconflict of theworld, isobviousin Buddhism.
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