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Pathirgjaisaterm used to indicate a post or aposition
in a hierarchical administrative system. Sources refer
to a number of Viceroys who were connected to the
administration in the Dambadeni (1220-1293),
Kurunegala(1293-1347),Gampola(1347-1410) periods.
Although these administrative officers have madevital
contributions to the enrichment of Sinhala, Pail and
Sanskrit studiesin the country, scholarly attention has
not been paid to their contributions.

The term Pathirgja occurs in many sources such as
Mahavamsa, Elu Athtanagalu Vansaya, Pujavaliya,
Sidath Sangarawa, Jathaka Potha, as well asin the
inscriptions. The Pathiraja derives from Sanskrit. In
Sanskrit, meaning ‘enemy king* (Prathi Raja).

However the word ‘ Prathi’ and ‘ Prabhu’ also have the
meaning of ‘elite’ or *honorable'. Therefore we see the
terms ‘Pathi Raja and ‘Prabhurgja used alternatively
from the 13" century to the 15" centuries. Thisarticle
examinestheevolution of thisterm.
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