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[rony is a poetic device which occurs on the basis of a
contradictiory nature of a poetic experience. A
comprehensive definition of the concept ‘ Irony' isfound
in the Western tradition of literary criticism. Even
though the Sanskrit equivalent (utpra:sa) is found in
Oriental literature, no attempt has been made by Sanskrit
literary scholars to recognise it as a poetic device.
However, features of irony can be found seen among
the theories of Sanskrit rhetories and Dhvani, Ironical
expressions, dating back to the early ages of Sigiri
Graffiti, are found in Sinhalese literature as well.
Accordingly, this article intends to present a critical
study of the concept of ‘Irony’, discussingitsroleasa
poetic devicein classical Sinhalapoetry and drama.
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