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Manimekala was a popular deity in South India, Sri
Lanka, Miyanmar, Thailand and Cambodiawhose name
is mentioned in many instances in Pali, Sinhala and
Tamil literature. She was a goddess of the sea and
seemsto have been apatron deity of Kovalan, the hero
of the Tamil epic Silappadikaram, whose family were
sea traders in Puhar. She was a devoted follower of
the Buddha and her special function was to save
virtuous people from difficulties faced in the midst of
the ocean. Studies of the deity have been made by
eminent scholars including Paranavitana (1931) and
Sylvain Levi (1996). However so far acomprehensive
study of the subject have not been made by any scholar.
The objective of this study is to collate all available
sources and record them for future studies.
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