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The human language is an a unique feature of man.
Initially language was meant to be purely of the spoken
form. It is accepted that the art of writing originated as
a result of the gradual evolution of the spoken language.
Eminent scholars have pointed out various stages of
evolution. According to Gelb (1952) there are three
stages of the development of writing. i. No writing,
(during which time pictures were used to communicat)
ii. Forerunners of writing: Semasiography. This stage
is classified into two as: Descriptive – Representation
device and identifying – Mnemonic device. iii. Full
writing: Phonography. This stage consisted of three
gradual steps: Word – syllabic, Syllabic and Alphabetic.
In addition, writing systems changed based on the
developments of the spoken language which occured
through time. As such, this article tries to briefly identify
the origin and the evolution of the art of writing based
on Gelb’s classification.

Keywords : language, human language, the art of writing, initialization
and evolution

udkj ixialD;sfha wiydh ks¾udKhla jYfhka zNdIdjZ
ye¢kaúh yels h' th udkjhd wkH i;a;ajhskaf.ka iqúfYaIS
;;a;ajhg m;a lrkakls' zNdIdjZ flÈk flfia we;s ù o@
hkak ms<sn| j YsIagdYsIag iudÔh udkjhdf.a úpdrdCIsh
b;d wE; w;S;fha isg fhduq jQ njg idOl mj;S' tfia u
zNdIdjZ hkafkka woyia flfrkqfha l=ula o@ hkak o úúO
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úoaj;ayq úúO khska ks¾jpkh l<y' tfia jqj o" fï olajd
bÈßm;a ù we;s NdId ks¾jpk w;ßka fcda¾Ê t,a' fÜ.¾ ̂George
L. Trager& iy n¾kdâ íf,dla ̂Bernard Block& 1942" 1949" 1962
hk j¾Ihkays oelajQ ks¾jpk weiqßka ieliqKq1 ks¾jpkh
iïNdú; fia ms<s.efka' zzNdIdjla kï ñksiqka - iudÔh
iuQyhl idudðlhka o" ixialD;shl fldgialrejka o jYfhka
wfkHdakH l%shdldß;d yd ikaksfõokh i|yd fhdod .kakd
iïuq;sl jQ jd.a ixfla; moaO;shlaZZ2 nj Tjqkaf.a ks¾jpk,ska
lshefjhs'

fojkqj" f,aLkh hkafkka woyia lrkqfha l=ula oehs úuid
ne,Su jeo.;a fjhs' zzf,aLk hkafkka woyia flfrkafka f,dal
iïu; oDYHudk i,l=Kq wkqidrfhka wka;¾udkj
ikaksfõokh isÿ lrk l%ufõohlaZZ3 jYfhka w¾: olajd we;'

f,aLk l,djg NdIdfõ ysñ jk ia:dkh l=ula o@ hkak
wk;=rej úu¾Ykh l< hq;= h' ta wkqj th NdIdfõ l%udkql+,
mßKdufhka we;s jQjla nj jgyd .; yels h' NdIdj hkafkka
uQ,slj woyia flfrkqfha NdIKhhs' l:d jHjydrhhs' zz'''
,sùu NdIdj jYfhka ie,lsh fkdyels h' th NdIdfõ msgm;ls'
ke;fyd;a NdIdj igyka lr ;nk l%uhls'ZZ4 ;j;a u;hlg
wkqj meyeÈ,s jkafka l:k jpk jkdys udkisl w;aoelSïys
ixfla; nj;a" ,sÅ; jpk jkdys l:kfhys ixfla;ZZ5 nj;a
h' ta wkqj" f,dj iEu NdIdjl u m<uqj l:k NdIdj we;s jQ
nj;a" tys l%udkql+, mßKdufhys m%;sM,hla jYfhka f,aLkh
we;s jQ nj;a ks.ukh l< yels h' zzukqIH NdIdfõ b;sydih
wkqj ne¨jfyd;a uq,ska wdfha l:k udOHh nj;a" f,aLk
udOHh miqj wdjla nj;a fmkajhs' óg úfYaIfhka u fya;=
jkafka ukqIH NdIdfõ § l:d udOHh uq,ska my< ùu;a"
f,aLk udOHh miq lf,l § l:k udOHfha we;s Y%jHuh
ixfla; ,sÅ; ixfla; u.ska ksrEmKh lsÍu i|yd ;kd.;a
fojk udOHhla ùu;a hZZ6 hkqfjka fla' tka' ´' O¾uodi
lrk i|yk thg idCIH imhhs'
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wk;=rej f,aLk l,dfõ b;sydih úuiSu jeo.;a h' z,sùu
mgka f.k we;af;a ñksid ;u is;=ï yd yeÕ=ï oDYHudk ix{d
wkqidrfhka ;udg iy wfkla ish¨ ckhdg wjfndaO lr
.; yels fia tla úfYaIs; l%ufõohlg we;=<;a l< Èk isg
hZ7' NdIdfõ b;sydih yd thg idfmaCIj f,aLkfhys b;sydih
úu¾Ykh lrk úu,a Ô' n,.,a,fhda fufia mji;s' zz''' fï
úia;rfhka fmkS hd hq;= jeo.;a i;Hhla kï" NdIdj f,dj
my< ù b;d §¾> ld,hla .; jk;=re" l:dj fyj;a NdIKh
ñi f,aLkhla fkdmej;s nj h' tla udkj úoHd{hl=
WmyerKhla uÕska meyeÈ,s lrkafka zñksid NdIKh wdrïN
fldg ojila ̂ tkï meh úisy;rla fyj;a ñks;a;= 1140 la& .;
ù we;af;a kï f,aLkh wdrïN fldg .; ù we;af;a ñks;a;=
myla muKs'Z hkqfjksZZ8 fufia f,aLkfha b;sydih NdId
b;sydihg idfmaCIj b;d uE; w;S;hlg ysñlï lshk nj
ikd: l< yels h' ;j o" j¾;udkfhys mjd wm%sldkq f.da;%sl
ckhd" ,laÈj wdÈjdiS ckhd yd weußldfõ r;= bkaÈhdkq
ckhd f,aLk l,djlg Wreulï fkdlsh;s' fufia f,aLk
l,dj fkdy÷kk NdId rdYshla f,dalfhys fõ' tfia u
f,dalfhys NdId rdYshla f,aLk l,djla iys; Wiia NdId
njg m;a jQfha miq.sh ishjia lsysmh we;=<; h' j¾;udkfha
f,dj mj;akd iuia; NdIdjka i,ld n,k l, tajd b;d
uE;l § f,aLkh y÷kd.;a NdI" f,aLkh mqreÿ fjñka mj;sk
NdId" f,aLkh rys; NdId jYfhka NdId .fõIlfhda olaj;s'9

f,aLk l,dj wdrïN ù l%ñlj úldikh fjñka j¾Okh
jQ wdldrh úuiSfuka th l%ñl NdId mßKdufha m%;sM,hla
jYfhka we;s jQ nj ikd: lr .; yels h' f,aLk l,dj
ms<sn| m¾fhaIKhka l< jd.afõ §ka fmkajd fok wdldrhg
f,aLkfha mßKdóh wjê ;=kls'  f,yauka úka*¾â ̂Lehmann
Winfred& olajk wdldrhg jpkdCIr (Logographic), j¾KdCIr
(Syllabic), jHia; YíodCIr (Alphabetic)  hkqfjka f,aLkfha
úldikSh wjê ;=kla ±lsh yels h.10 ;j;a j¾.SlrKhlg
wkqj f,aLk l%ufha ̂ writing system& úldikh m%Odk m%j¾.
04lg oelaúh yels h'
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I.  ,>q ixfla; f,aLk (Logographies)
II.  iuia; YíodCIr f,aLk (Syllabaries)
III.  jHjia: YíodCIr f,aLk (Alphabets)
IV.  ,dCIKsl f,aLk (Featural scripts) hkqhs' 11

whs' fÊ' f.,aí ^I.J. Gelb& o f,aLkfha l%ñl úldikSh
wjê ;=kla olajhs'

I. f,aLkhla fkdue;s wjêh (No writing)
II. f,aLkfha ksñ;s wjêh (Forerunners of writing)
III. iïmQ¾K f,aLk l,djla iys; wjêh (Full writing)12

hkqfjks' fuu lreKq f.,aí úiska olajk ,o my; igyk
weiqßka ukdj meyeÈ,s fõ'

(Geld I.J. A study of writing, p. 190)
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wmf.a m%ia;=;hg wod< lreKq idlÉPd lsÍfï myiqj Wfoid
whs' fÊ' f.,aí oelajQ mshjrhka wdY%h lr .efkhs' ta wkqj"
f,aLk l,dfõ uQ,îc wjia:dj jk f,aLk l,djla rys;
wjêh jYfhka m%d.a ft;sydisl udkjhd m¾j;" .=yd" .ia
wdÈfhys we¢ Ñ;% oelaúh yels h' zf,aLk NdIdfõ uq,a u
wjia:dj fia .efkk ixCIsma;j olajk ,o i;a;ajrEm"
cHdñ;sl wdldr rEm úúO úIhkag iïnkaO wiïmQ¾K Ñ;%
BYdk È. iamd[a[h" ksß;È. m%xYh" kef.kysr uOHOrKS
m%foaYh" W;=re hqfrdamh iy W;=re-wm%sldj jeks rgj,ska
fidhdf.k we;s w;r" fuhska we;eï Ñ;% l%s' mQ' 20" 000 ;rï
w;S;hlg ysñlï lshhsZ' 13 udkj YsIagdpdrh ms<sn| hq. w;=ßka
mYaÑu mqrdK Ys,dhq.hg ̂Upper palaelithic age) fuu Ñ;% wh;a
fõ' f,aLk l,dfõ l%u úldikh úuiSfï § wdÈ udkjhd
Ñ;% u.ska wfmaCId l< wruqKq úuiSu jeo.;a fõ' úu,a Ô'
n,.,af,a th mshjr y;rlska olajhs' tkï"

»' mshjr - wdNspdßl ^Magic& n, úfYaIhla Wfoid'
»»' mshjr - l,d;aul úkaokhla Wfoid
»»»' mshjr - ;ukag $ wkqkag iajrf;daml%uhla jYfhka
»¼ mshjr - ikaksfõofkdaml%uhla jYfhka hkqfjks' 14

fuys m<uq yd fojk mshrhkag wh;a Ñ;%" f,aLkhla
fkdue;s wjêh hg;g wh;a l< yels h' tu Ñ;%j,ska hï
woyila is;=jï lsÍu fyda úkaokuh mrud¾:h blaujd .sh
f,aLk l,djla mrud¾: lr .;a njla fkdfmfka' à' Ô'
g¾l¾ ̂ T.G. Tucker&15 lrk i|ykg wkqj uq,a u wjêfha ta ta
jia;+ka oelaùu úIfhys Bg wdfõKsl rE igyka ^Ñ;%& w¢k
,o nj meyeÈ,s fõ'

fuu Ñ;%" woyia igykaj,g keÕSu fjkqjg l;dj
igykaj,g keÕSfï uQ,sl woyia my< ùug mokï ù we;' Primitive
systems of writing, ... Were originally based on pictorial representation
pure and simple..." 16 hkqfjka udßfhda fma ̂Mario Pei& lrk i|ykska
meyeÈ,s jkafka f,aLkfha uQ,îc wjia:dj fuu is;=jï ksfhdackh
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lrk njhs' tksid hï isoaêhla úia;r lrkq msKsi fyda yqÿ úfkdaoh
i|yd we¢ is;=jï f,aLkfha wdrïNhg uQ,îchla uqjd úkd ,sùug
wh;a fkdjk nj úoaj;a u;hhs'17

f,aLk l,dfõ fojk wjia:dj jYfhka Ñ;% f,aLk ksñ;s
wjia:dj ^Forerunner of writing& oelaúh yels h' uq,a ld,Sk
Ñ;%j, l,d;aul w.h úkd wCIruh w.hla fkdùh' tfia
jqj o" fuu hq.h jk úg Ñ;%hkays l,d;aul w.h wìnjd
keÕS isá wCIrhuh w.hla úoHudk fõ' ta wkqj ñksid
l,d;aul yd Ñ;%uh w.fhka f;dr jQ     rEm igyka ud¾.fhka
woyia yqjudre lr .ekSfï wjia:djla fuu wjêfha § ±lsh
yels h' th w¾:uh f,aLkh ^Semasiography& fkdfyd;a
zixl,amuh fyj;a Ñka;kuh f,aLkhZ ^Idoegraphy& wjêh
jYfhka o ye¢kafõ' ksoiqkla jYfhka zñksid weúÈhsZ hk
woyi §ug ñksia rEmhla we¢h yels jqj;a" tys Ñ;%uh w.h
yer wCIruh w.hla we;s fkd fõ' tfy;a zñksidZ hkak
yeÕùug ñksia rejla iy zweúÈhsZ hkd¾:h ckkhg md udre
lrk ú,dih olajk rEm igykla      is;=jï lsÍfuka woyia
mejiSu i|yd fkdj jpkd¾: ckkh i|yd th Wiia:ïNl
jk nj meyeÈ,s fõ'18 tfia u uq,a wjêfha Ñ;%,sms oDYHudk
Ôj-wÔù rEmj,g iSud jQ w;r tajd NdIKfha tk iEu jpkhla
u mejiSug o m%udKj;a fkdù h' .=K" l%shd" ix{d jeks øjH
kdu igyka lsÍug u.la fkdjQfhka ta i|yd wuq;= l%uhl
Ñ;% we£ug isÿ jQ nj fmfkhs' tfyhska ÿl" iem" lEu" îu
wdÈh yÕjk jpk yeÕùu msKsi iïu; rEm igyka l%uhla
Ndú; l< nj fmfkhs' ta i|yd Ök NdIdfõ tk ksoiqka
lsysmhla o ;=<kd;aul jd.a úoHdj lD;sfhys oelafõ' 19

fuys m<uq igyfkka zfyd|Z hk jpkh igyka lr
we;af;a" ia;%shlf.a yd orejl=f.a rE igyka tlg we£fuks'
znen,SuZ hk jpkh ye.ùug br-y| o fhdod we;s whqre
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fojk rEmfhka fmfkhs' fufia Ñ;%h;a" woyi;a w;r we;s
iïnkaO;dj wvq ù" jpkh;a-Ñ;%h;a w;r jk iïnkaO;dj
jeä jk úg Ñ;%h" jpkh fjkqjg fhdok ixfla;hla njg
m;a fjhs' 20 tu ixfla;uh Ñ;%" Ñ;%dCIr ̂picture writing& kñka
ye¢ka fõ' 21 uq,a u Ñ;%dCIr yuqjkafka fuifmdf;añhdkq
YsIagdpdrfhks' ;j o       hkdldrfhka iqfïßhka NdIdfõ tk
md i,l=Kla jYfhka jd.a úoHd{hska y÷kajk igykska
ovhudY%s; hula mjikakg we;s nj ms<s.efka'

;j o" khs,a .x.d ksïkfha Ôj;a jQ Bðmaishkajreka yd
Ökqka úiska Ndú; Ñ;%dCIr o yuq ù we;'

Ökfhka yuq ù we;s by; ixfla;fhka wYajhl= ksrEms;
nj ms<s.efka' fuys miqld,Sk jHdma;sh;a iuÕ my; mßÈ fõ'

fuh kQ;k Ökfha wYajhd ye¢kaùug fhdok ixfla;hg
o w;sYh iudk nj jd.aúoHd{hskaf.a woyihs' fuu idOl
wkqj meyeÈ,s jkafka l%s' mQ' 6000 muK jk úg kj Ys,d hq.h
miq fldg f,day hq.hg msúi isá iqfïßhkajreka" l%s' mQ' 5000
muK jk úg ikaksfõokh i|yd Ñ;%dCIrh fhdod .ekSfï
;;a;ajh olajd ÈhqKq ù isá njhs'

f,aLk l,dfõ uq,a wjia:djla jk Ñ;%dCIr l%uh miq
ld,Sk úldikh;a iuÕ fjkia jk whqre Bðmaishkajreka
.,aj, flgQ yd memsria fmd;=j, ,shQ Ñ;%dCIrj,ska meyeÈ,s
fõ' miqld,Sk iqfïßhkajreka neì,sfhd ak shka yd
weisßhkajreka Ndú; l< Ç,dCIr ^Cuneiform sign& fuys
j¾OkSh wjia:djls' 22 fuu Ç,dCIr we;s ùu;a iuÕ

f,aLkfha wdrïNh yd úldikh( flá ye¢kaùula
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Ñ;%dCIrj, mej;s Ñ;%uh iajrEmh uq¿ukska u bj;a ù wCIruh
iajrEmhg m;a fõ' tys m%;sM,hla jYfhka Ñ;%hkays
iajNdúl;ajh myj f.dia jpk y÷kajk ixfla; muKla
b;sß jk whqre hkqfjka f,akdâ íÆï*S,aâ ^Leonard
Bloomfield) olajk i|ykska23 meyeÈ,s fõ' fï lreKq whs' Ô'
f.,aí iqfïßhkajreka Ndú; l< Ç,dCIr ms<sn| olajk my;
igykska meyeÈ,s fõ' 24

f,aLk l,dfõ f;jk wjia:dj jYfhka iïmQ¾K f,aLk
^full-writing& wjia:dj oelaúh yels h' 25 ienE f,aLkh wdrïN
jkqfha wkqrEm;dfjka jv jvd;a wE;a jQ ksYaÑ; igykaj,ska
NdIdfõ jpkhla ksfhdackh flfr;ehs idudðlhka w;r
iïuq;shla we;s ùu;a iuÕ h' fuh YíodY%s; f,aLkhla
^phonography& njg m;a jkqfha l%udkql+, j¾Okh;a iuÕ h'
th mshjr lsysmhlska olajd we;' zjpkdCIr f,aLkfhka
YíodCIr ^j¾KdCIr& o" YíodCIrhkaf.ka wCIrhl iajr -
jHxck fjka lsÍfï l%uh ^jHia; YíodCIr f,aLkh& o we;s
jQ nj fmfkhs' 26 fufia f,aLk l,dfõ l%ñl úldikh;a
iuÕ jpkdCIr ,sms ^logoraphy& ;;a;ajhg msúis ,sms y;la
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.ek i|yka jk nj;a" tajdhska fuf;la úYajikSh whqßka
lshjd fkdue;s ,sms úfYaI ;=k;a" ysghsÜ ,smsh;a yer wfkla
,sms úfYaI ;=k u wkql%ufhka YíodCIr l%uh ^sylabic& fyda
jHia; YíodCIr ^Alphabetic& jQ fyda j¾K,smshla foig
úldikh jQ nj o" tfia ke;fyd;a tjekaklg uq,a jQ nj fyda
oelsh yels nj úu,a Ô' n,.,a,f.a woyihs' 27

YíodY%s; f,aLkfha fojk mshjr jkafka YíodCIr ̂ sylabic&
l%uhhs' fuh j¾K ,sms f,i o oela fõ' jpkdCIr fjkqjg
j¾KdCIr ,sùu flfrys ñksidf.a wjOdkh fhduq jQfha tla
jpkhla ye¢kaùu i|yd w¢k ,o Ñ;%hla Yíofhka tu jpkhg
iudk jQj;a" woyiska fjkia jpk ye¢kaùu i|yd o fh§ug
mgka .ekSfuka miqj nj úoaj;=kaf.a woyihs' tfia jpkdCIr
iajrEmh yer oud j¾K ,sms njg m;a jQ ,sms ish,a, .K y;rlg
fnÈh yels nj;a" tajd kï iqfïßhdkq" ñir yd Ök ,sms úfYaI
;=k;a" fuf;la ksjerÈj lshjd fkdue;s Bðhdkq ,smsh;a h'28

jpkdCIr j¾KdCIr njg m;a ùu;a iuÕ we;s jQ jeo.;a m%;sM,hla
kï jpkdCIr ,smsj, jQ oyia .Kkla mgka ish .Kkla jQ
wCIr myiqfjka mßyrKh l< yels wdldrhg ieliSuhs' fiñála
j¾K ud,d fndfydauhl j¾K ixfla; 22 la ùu" ñir ,smsfha
j¾K 22 la ùu wdÈh fuhg ksoiqka fia oelaúh yels h'

;j o" fuiufha ;:H f,aLkh l%ufhka j¾Okh jk
wdldrh wCIrj, isg wCIr úkHdih olajd .uka lsÍfuka
meyeÈ,s lr .; yels h'

f,aLkfha wdrïNh yd úldikh( flá ye¢kaùula
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by; oelajQ l;lk ^kathakana& kï cmka NdIdfõ tk
rEmj,ska meyeÈ,s jkafka wCIrj, isg wCIr úkHdih olajd
f,aLkh bÈß mshjrla ;nd we;s njhs'

YíodY%s; f,aLkfha Wmßu wjia:dj jYfhka oelaúh
yelafla jHia; YíodCIr f,aLkh ̂Alphabetic System& fyj;a
iajr-jHxck fjka fldg ,sùfï ^Alphabetic) l%uhhs' th
wmrÈ. úoaj;=yq fndfyda fofkla fuu f,aLk l%ufha Wmßu
wjia:dj fuka u úYsIag;u wjia:dj fia i,l;s' uq,a u wCIr
ud,dj ìyslsÍfï f.!rjh ysñjkafka .%Slhkag nj f.,aí
i|yka lrhs' fuifmdf;añhdfõ iqfïßhkajrekg ;uka Ndú;
l< wCIr" wCIr ud,djla olajd j¾Okh lsÍug wjYH úh' ta
wkqj ;ukg Yla;sh yd Ôjh ,nd fokakd jQ foúhd jQ tka,s,a
^Enlil& iïnkafhka Tjqka ;=< we;s jQ yeÕSï m%ldYkh weiqfrka
ieliqKq wCIr l,dj zzEnlil-ti" kï fõ' fufia uq,ska u .%Sisfha
wCIr ud,dj we;s ùfuka miq fjk;a rgj, o wCIr ud,d we;s
úh' ta w;r m¾ishdfõ lHqkSf*daï ̂ cuneiform& NdIdj;a" ,;ska
NdIdj;a m%Odk fõ' fuu NdId fol ixikaokd;aulj
wOHhkh l< ft;sydisl jd.afõ §yq th wCIr úkHdifha
isg wCIr ud,dj olajd úldikh ùula nj mji;s' f.,aí
úiska olajk ,o lHqksf*daï f,aLkj, tk wCIr lsysmhla
óg ksoiqka jYfhka my; oela fõ' 29
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fï ish,af,ka meyeÈ,s jkafka m¾ishka f,aLk wCIrj,
isg wCIrud,dj olajd ixl%uKsl wjêhla jk nj f.,aaí
i|yka lrhs' 30

f,aLkh hkq NdIdfõ l%udkql+, mßKdufha m%;sM,hls' th
j¾;udkfhys mjd fjkia jk NdIKhg wkqj fjkia fõ' bx.%Sis
NdIdfõ tk zoo hk jpkh issxy, wCIr ud,djg wkqj ksjerÈj
,súh fkdyels h' thg wCIrhla wjYH h' tfia u NdIKh;a
iuÕ we;s jQ z*Z Yíoh isxy, j¾Kud,djg tl;= jQfha o fuu
mßKdóh iajNdjh f,aLk l,dj flfrys n,mdk fyhsks'

by; ish¨ lreKq i,ld n,k l, meyeÈ,s jk lreKq
lsysmhls' f,dalfha m<uqj NdIdj hkafkka l;d jHjydrh u
woyia l< nj;a" tys mßKduh;a iuÕ f,aLkh wdrïN jQ
nj;a m<uq lreKhs' ;j o" f,aLk l,dj" f,aLkhla rys; Ñ;%
,sms wjêh" f,aLk ksñ;s iys; wjêh fyj;a Ñ;%dCIr wjêh
yd iïmQ¾K f,aLkhla iys; wjêh fyj;a YíodY%s; f,aLk
wjêh wdÈ wjëka lsysmhla wkqj l%udKql+,j isÿ jQ úldikfha
m%;sM,hla jYfhka we;s jQjla nj fojk lreKhs' tfia u th
w;S;fha" j¾;udkfha fuka u wkd.;fha o l:k NdIdjg
wkqrEmj fjkia jkakla nj o meyeÈ,s h'
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