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The human language is an a unique feature of man.
Initially language was meant to be purely of the spoken
form. It isaccepted that the art of writing originated as
aresult of thegradual evolution of the spoken language.
Eminent scholars have pointed out various stages of
evolution. According to Gelb (1952) there are three
stages of the development of writing. i. No writing,
(during which time pictureswere used to communicat)
ii. Forerunners of writing: Semasiography. This stage
isclassified into two as: Descriptive — Representation
device and identifying — Mnemonic device. iii. Full
writing: Phonography. This stage consisted of three
gradud steps: Word —syllabic, Syllabic and Alphabetic.
In addition, writing systems changed based on the
developments of the spoken language which occured
through time. Assuch, thisarticletriesto briefly identify
the origin and the evolution of the art of writing based
on Gelb’'sclassification.

K eywor ds: language, humanlanguage, theart of writing, initidization
andevolution
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