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A Critical Analysis of Single Episode Tele drama in Sri Lanka.

(with Reference to Sanaré Piyasatahan of Ananda Abenayake)

The subject of this thesis is a study of the series of single episode Tele-dramas of
Ananda Abenayake that were telecast from 30™ October 1993 to 21% May 2016.
Special focus would be on the criteria that had an impact on the plot construction and
the subject matter in the respective dramas. It was identified through analytical
evaluation of the main factor that shaped the plot construction and content was the
wisdom gained by the Buddhist Philosophy in the Sri Lankan context throughout the
years. The results proved the extent of influence created by Buddhism in formatting
the social and cultural values. The tele-dramas included in the series had been created
with the purpose of impregnating the modermn society with positive values. Hence the
study was intent on the observation of the techniques used in each drama with a
different content. There were 237 dramas in the series which made it necessary to
select from them what should be taken as examples for the final document. The main
focus were the dramas that had won local and international awards. And the next were
the dramas that had used unusual content or subject matter making them ‘special” and
out of the ordinary. The examples were limited to seven in number. It was also
observed that the tele-dramas in the series could also take Sri Lankan identity to the
international level. The reason being that, while representing Sri Lanka they rise
above the limits of a single country since the subject matter deals with the whole of

humanity.
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