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Comunication, one of the basic needs of human existence,
can be defined as the tranfer or exchange of information
between individuals. It is a powerful tool to spend the social
life for the human who is a social animal by nature. In ancient
times there were no communication systems like in modern
societies but they have been used many traditional
communication methods both verbal and non-verbal to fulfill
their communication needs effectively. Apart from verbal
communication, non-verbal communication is so powerful
that the message sent can sometimes outweigh verbal
language. as silence can be louder than words now. In the
context of Sri Lanka, many traditional non-verbal
communication methods can be identified folklore. This study
aims to identify such methods that have been used by ancient
people to fulfill their communication needs. The methodology
used is a literature survey. Acoording to the findings, it can
be concluded that the non-verbal communication methods
in ancient times in Sri Lanka have been more beneficial in
various communication activities that lead to good
governance of the community, protecting cultural values and
norms, customs and manners, environmental conservation,
early warnings on diseases and disasters etc. In addition,
some non-verbal communication methods are practised by
perople in some rural areas.
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Ediriweera Sarachchandra’s play Sihabahu was staged
for the first time at the open air theatre of the Univertsity
of Peradeniya in 1961. Sarachchandra can be identified
as a dramtist who brought about a significant revival in
Sinhala drama. His plays Maname (1956) and Sinhabahu
(1961) are considered landmarks of the time, offering
entertainment as well as insights into the complexities of
life. The source of the play Sinhabahu is the story
recounted in Chapter Six of the Mahavansa, In which
the lion who inhabits the forest signifies “the opposite of
orderly society and caviled life.” At the same time, “the
prince exhibits uncontrollable sexuality and defiance of
parental authority and social norms.” This paper explores
the middle-class society and the values associated with
this class, as evident in the play.

®o8lc BE8DC woddcusied YIS 903
BE@r1endE0 @i & et edBwildm 1 & wiBos
Gergws’ ¢. Yo’ OJ FRigwm 9P ¢ 3005l Wm0
5O @BpOenn OB O B @1md EDmn o
€ 3® 1@ BT e Borencd @y 238 e@BOBG ¢ eed
00O BB, 30D sIed BREO 3908 NL@renws @Ees
OB s O BodRoy 001 (1961) BERT & BOTRHG
»E G 0530 J emedd ¢ wdiexihm edS.

2300 Oe® NOBWO B33 B B e’
e HEE WBBAC B sem® § 20 a8 ¢5E). He®s3 ©
&0y 0OBBO GERigw B arPerd e “iBed com ®o

© 308 B BB

@0ts. @008 30T T NED, @rDe . 8. Bedbm, e IDBe
EmE yonsig

@120y B @edBe weg¥a, 23 RIS, 2014/2015

@20ty B8dw, mEHe dEDDBIEE




