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Abstract

This paper discusses the importance and need of conservation and preservation of information
resources in libraries, factors that affect degradation and deterioration of library materials and
methods of tackling them. Libraries particularly, it examined the overview of preservation and
conservation of library resources. It also studied the causes of deterioration of library information
resources, among which are: natural aging process, level of use of library materials, inherent
chemical content used in the process of paper making, high temperature and fluctuating relative
humidity, improper handling of library materials among many others were equally discussed.
Various preventive measures were equally discussed. Different challenges facing preservation and
conservation of library resources in Sri Lankan Libraries were presented. Useful suggestions were

also made to ameliorate the situation.
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