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Sarka was in meditation, Mathali, his driver takes Kamala and her 2IDMDS @85@63 5@@@3@5@ sEs o)

mother to the heaven and shows its splendor. This is the story that
the short story Mathalige Vihiluvak is based on. 20 8@5)53@@ O020®
(215300 10D B S BB

If V. D. de Lanarolle's stories are considered to be the pgers’ 8¢ emedm dobamns)
Sinhala short stories written before Wickramasinghe's era, it is
felt that there is no fault to introduce these stories as more advanced e00en QEn®

stories than Wickramasinghe's stories such as Abhirahasa. Sri Lankan society s heir to atich legacy of traditional

End Notes: folk plays that depict a significant part of Sri Lankan
’ culture. Primarily these short stories can be divided
as indoor plays and outdoor plays and in generally the
outdoor plays were practiced by men and indoor plays
by women. The objective of this paper is to identify the
role of women in Sinhalese traditional folk plays by
reviewing some selected women related folk plays.
The major findings of this paper are; (a) such plays
were not only plays aimed at entertainment but also

1 These short stories were written by me to the newspaper Dinamina
before 39 years in 1923 — Preface — Alaya M. D. Gunasena and
Company — printed in 1962.

2 This short story collection is included nine short stories. 1. Upasaka
mahaththaya 2. Navakathawak 3. Murandu Lamissi 4. Kivindage
Birinda 5. Thoppiya 6. Alaya 7. Mathalige Vihiluvak 8. Chandra
Vimanaya 9. Hathara Riyana.

i giggg: they were aimed at important purposes like getting much
) .. . . needed rains for agriculture, receiving blessings from
5 I have not learnt writing short stories as an art. In that time, there . . . !
i the God and gaining protection from dangerous infec-
were no books to learn it as an art. So, I do not know whether the . . . .
S . tious diseases, (b) they have served immensely to train
name short stories is suitable for these stories. — Preface. o . .
6 Ao 12 the art of cohabitation to the villagers and to inculcate
7 A" p- 15 : the village people on the quality or value of maintain-
- P ing unity in achieving common success, (c) traditional
8 A, p.17. . . . .
Sinhala village life was a peaceful and harmonious one
9  Too much courtesy too much crafty. . . . . .
which rarely had any internal disparity or conflict due
10 A, p.9. . L.
0 A 59 to folk plays practices and, (d) the humanitarian na-
2 A" E 1'2 ture of suchplays was a result of Buddhism, and the
3 A p I8, disciplinarian lifestyle.
o gjz) 10 8300 v B0
16 A: p:42: @108 ETed 01 O8N0 gmd Imd
17 A., p.40. o8en0®w 8edes’ JSe8udediBs (Pleistocene) goed
18 A., p.6l (0236305, 1981: 71) & 3. @D, 2 €BtNB® Dnewss e38e10:
19 A, p.62.
20 A. g 64. © il LSObem e
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