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Ancient written records are the main sources of a
historical linguistic study .There are two fold varieties
of written records regarding ancient Sinhalese
language, namely inscriptions and literary texts. In
historical linguistics, Sinhalese language is classified
into four periods due to structural variations. They
are Sinhalese Prakrit era, Old Sinhalese era, Middle
Sinhalese era and Modern Sinhalese era. Buthsarana,
written by Vidya Chakravarthi is one of the significant
literary texts belonging to middle Sinhalese era.
Diachronically an investigation on Sinhalese verb will
help to identify the gradual development of the
Sinhalese verb system as well synchronically; special
characteristics of the verb in middle Sinhalese era
can also be found out. Therefore this study has value
both from a historical linguistics and structural
linguistics perspective. Finite verbs and nonfinite verbs,
tenses, optative mood, causal verb, imperative mood,
conditional mood, past participle, progressive form,
verbal nouns, inflectional and derivational suffixes are
among the special features that are discussed here.
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Most of Buddhist rites and rituals are related to the
popular Buddhism at present. Therefore this topic is
very famous among Buddhists and they like to fulfill
these rituals and organize lot of festivals for that. What
pertains to a rite is generally taken as a ritual. Also a
rite is defined as a formal procedure or act in a reli-
gious or other solemn observation. Festival or ceremony
is described as the performance of some solemn act
according to prescribed form. Some of the Theravada
rituals have been devised under the influence of
Mahayana forms of worship today. However the ob-
jective of a Buddhist is to attain Nibbana. Are Bud-
dhist rituals caused to achieve that? This research paper
reveals those facts related to early Buddhist attitude
on rites and rituals.
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