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The importance of harbors situated in Sri Lanka had subjected to remarkable charges from 

time. However, the significance of every harbor has remained unchanged at all times. The 

main harbor during the Anuradhapura period was Mahathiththa. It existed up to the 14th 

century. When Mahatiththa become out of use, the other harbors in the southern and 

western part of the island become prominent. According to the sources reveals another 

important factor is that Sri Lanka is situated very close to India. Another fact the foreign 

traders attracted towards this small island is that the enrichment of the country with many 

valuable natural resources such as pearls, gems, elephants, ivory, and spices namely 

cinnamon, pepper, clove including many other varieties which were high demand in 

international trade.1 
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