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Abstract 

 
Migration and poverty have become critical development issues in the contemporary 

world.  For many poor people around the world migration is a way of life. But 

globalization has radically modified the scale of migration. Now people are more aware 

of opportunities beyond.  Poverty is a main problem and irrefragable question in 

contemporary world. That is the major burning problem in Sri Lanka and entire world. 

Poverty forced to migration as a way of livelihood. Migration is the movement of people 

from one place to another. Migration can both cause and be caused by poverty. Poverty 

can be decrease as well as stimulate by migration. Similarly, migration can increase or 

decrease inequality. Rural poverty is the main layer of the poverty. Migration becomes 

widespread with remittances, skills gained, and opening up of new opportunities begins 

to benefit poorer households. Migration can give influential benefit for poor people in 

the rural area.  Then their increase incomes, leads to new skills, improve social status and 

improve quality of life. Therefore, migration directly or indirectly reduces poverty 

especially in rural area. Most of the rural areas are suffering from poverty.  Step by step 

Sri Lanka followed migration process as a way of occupation. Then this was a 

phenomenon of rural development also economic development. There is an 

interconnected linkage. To reduce poverty, they embrace migration as a main solution in 

rural area. This research will be focused on the effect of rural poverty on migration. The 

main objectives of this study are to identify various information of poverty in Sri Lanka 

and to examine the impact of migration on reducing poverty in Sri Lanka and finally to 

suggest solutions reduce the poverty with migration in Sri Lanka. For this research 

purposed both primary and secondary data. Primary data will be collected from selected 

Grama Niladhari division through interviewing. Data analyzed using descriptive 

statistics method. After the 30 years’ war we are finding a sustainable economic situation 

to this country. Hence it is very hard process to apply with rural poverty. Poverty 

becomes a complex societal issue around the world. 
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