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The history of Buddhism in Sri Lanka up to the 13th
century is to a very large extent the history of
Anuradhapura's three great monasteries: the
Mahavihara, the Abhayagiri and the Jetavana.
Today subscribe to the Mahavihara's interpretation
of the Pali Tipitaka. The Anuradhapura Maha
Viharaya was an important Mahavihara or large
Buddhist monastery for Theravada Buddhism in Sri
Lanka. It was founded by King Devanampiya Tissa
of Anuradhapura (247-207 BCE) in his capital city
of Anuradhapura. His traditional Theravadin account
provided by the Mahavamsa stands in contrast to
the writings of the Chinese Buddhist monk Faxian
(Ch. OI>f), who journeyed to India and Sri Lanka in
the early 5th century (between 399 and 414 CE).
He recorded that the Mahavihara was not only intact,
but housed 3000 monks.
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