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Abstract 

 
Regionalism is one of the prominent phenomenon in modern International politics. 

Focusing to the South Asian region, South Asia is the world’s most densely populated 

region with the richest varieties of natural resources and consist of eight countries namely 

India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Maldives, Bhutan, Nepal, Bangladesh and Afghanistan .with 

the intention of promoting the concept of regional cooperation South Asian Association 

for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) has been established in 1985 with the main concerns 

to fulfill the Socio economics and political intentions of member states. In the three 

decades of its existence SAARC unable to fulfill its promises to the region and the 

research aims to find out the ineffectiveness of SAARC and to evaluate necessity of 

proper functioning regional organization to the South Asia. By referring to the qualitative 

data which was collected from both printed and electronic documents which including 

Books journals, webs and present periodicals it was founded that law intra-regional trade 

and infrastructure, poverty, issues in South Asian Free Trade Agreement (SAPTA) and 

South Asian Free Trade Area (SAFTA), Ineffective role on counter terrorism and human 

rights issues were  evidences to prove that SAARC was an elusive regional organization 

and  bilateral political  issues among member countries ,strategic dissonance, domestic 

conflicts, economic disparities and economic and political relations of member states 

with extra regional powers were the factors that affect for the ineffectiveness of SAARC. 

Analysis done between elusive nature and impediments to the elusive nature of SAARC 

it was recognize that south Asian regionalism needs to be reinvigorate and power balance 

among the member states, diplomatic and new economic strategies can be used to 

strengthen the regionalism in south Asia and following up a common road map of 

political and economic integration is the most suitable mechanism to success the concept 

of regionalism in South Asia. 
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