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Mah1yEna Concepts in Sri Lankan Literature

(A brief literary revierv)

Ven. Macluruo\ e Dlrunrnis sarct

l. Introrluction

The Sri Lankan history of Nikiycts and the conflicts among them are of grelrt
attraction in the historical Buddhjst academic ciiscipiine. Depending on royal
sponsorship, palticttlar Nika,vas have shown rise and fall in ciifferent eras. In many
occtisions, the Nikaya with royal patronage reached the pinnacle of its clevelopment,
even as it attempted to destroy the opposing Nifta1,as. Although historical eviclence
reveirls that the Thera tradition (sthaviravtulct), which took firm root quite early tn Sn
Lanltan Budhist history, eventi"tally surpassed other Nitali#s', we still fincl elements of
other Nrka-vas rvhich are blended into the Sri Lankan culture. In this discussion,
special attention will be pard to analyse Mahlyana elemenrs in Sri Lankan literature.

2, Background

Mihintalaya in Sli Lanka, where the Arahat Mafrincla tltera anived and introciuceci
Buddhism, had also transformed into a dissentient Mahayana centre for a considerable
pcriod. 'frikiyastatri inscription and Indikahtseya (a Cetiya) of Mihintalaya plovide
comprehensive information to justify the expansion of MahSyana ciuring this periotl.i

Thc king Vattagamini Abhaya built a Budcthisr monustcry called the Abhayugiri-
vihar:a and presented to a monk called Maha Tissa who had helped the l<rng in iris
exile. In this regard, the monks of the iVlahavihara imposed the pLrnishment of
expulsion on Ven. Mdha Tissa on the charge of improper contact with lay families.
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