Evolution of Hindi Drama
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Hindi drama plays a major role in the literary horizon of Hindi
Literature. Though the beginning of Hindi drama is not clear it is believed
that Vedas, folk dramas of India; Nautanki, Nattukkuttu, Tamasha, Raslila,
Ramlila, Swang and Jataka stories also had an impact on the origin these
dramas. Gradually Hindi dramas were influenced by both Sanskrit and
Western dramatic styles.

Although Pranchanda Chauhan’s play Ramayan Mahanatak
(1610), Lachimram’s Karunabharan and the great poet Udaya’s
Hanuman Natak (1840) were written in verse they were not considered
dramas. Maharaj Vishvanat Sing’s play Ananda Raghunandan (1700)
was considered the first proper Hindi drama rich with dramatic qualities.
It is clear that there were Hindi dramas before the 19" century but it
gathered identity with the work of Bharatendu Harishchandra. The
evolution of Hindi drama can be divided in to three stages;

e Pre-Prasad Era’s Hindi Drama (1850-1900)
I.  Bharatendu period’s Hindi Drama
ii.  Dvivedi period’s Hindi Drama
e Prasad Era’s Hindi Drama (1900-1937)
e Post-Prasad Era’s Hindi Drama
i.  Pre-Independence Hindi Drama  (1937-1947)
ii.  Post-Independence Hindi Drama  (1947-1960)
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