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ABSTRACT ' o
This thesis attempts to examine oritically the political history
uw-ummumwmmwmorcqm were
kmown in ancient times - during the period between 4.D.991 and 1255;
~and the relations of that kingdom with the other two ancient kingdons -
in Ceylon, namely, Fijarajtha and Dakkhigadesa or Miyarapfha, during
that pericd which covers a span of about 265 years and wiich coincides
with the Polonnaruva periocd of Ceylon history. It comsists of nine
shapters and two appendices, marked 'A' and "B, The first few pages
of the first chapter briefly explains the need for a comprehensive |
study of the history of Rohaga for a proper understanding of the
history of Ceylon as a whole, The rest of this chapter deals with
the sources that are available for such a study. Eere, an attempt
is made to strengthen the suggestion made by 5. Wickramasingle in her
thesis on the age of Parakramab@hu I that the first part of the Ciila-
valisa consists of two sections written by two different authors in
two different times, and to elucidate the theory of Geiger that the
author of the Ciilavafisa had made use of an unimown Chromicle of Rohaga,
which is now lost. Ghapmllcmlsmthvmmmot
Rehape and exaaines thelr influsnce on hisbery, wit suly of theb
region, but also of the whole Island. This is followed by a chapter.
on administrative centres and the pelitical boundaries of Rohaga during
the period under survey. The next chapter outlines the political
histery of that region fyom the earliest time o A.D.991. This chapter
" ie intended to serve as an introduction to the main study wiich begins
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with chapter V which is devoted to the political history of Rohuga
of the period between 991 and 1048. As the period covered by chapter
‘¥ was one of the most unsettled ages of Rohagaihdstory, we have
captioned it as *The dark age of Rohapa'. Chighte T3 Slasessed Mo
riss of VijayabZha I and his rule in Rohaga with special reference
hﬁ-mumuwmmnmmmmncs@_uu
Deliniiarive, Sie period of ¢vAY wars'that followsd Tijsyatiibate
death in ¢, 1110 and ended with the demise of Minfbharapa of Rohaga
in e. 1155, is dealt with in chepter VII. Te political conditions
nmmz‘umm'uthwmsmm'mmum-
MlmmmmsatMommmnotopiumw
in the next chapter. A study of political and sdministrative 3
organization in Rohaga is taken up in the last chapter, viz. IX.
Apart from a discussion on central adainistration, an examination

of revenue and judicial administration and local government is attemp-
ted in this chapter, The important resulte of our investigations are
summarised in the conclusion, Two important problems which are
connected with the present study, viz. the identification of Kof{iha-
sfira and the extent of Malayadesa, are dealt with in the two
appendices,



