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TWO PREHISTORIC SCULPUTURE FROM SRI LANKA 

Anjalee Wickramasinghe1 

Abstract 

It is conventionally accepted that the earliest examples of three-dimensional images in 

Sri Lanka date back to the early centuries of the first millennium CE. The Buddha 

statues are considered the earliest sculptures ever made in the country. The 

archaeological fieldwork of the last five decades has expanded the chronological 

boundaries of the history of image-making in Sri Lanka. This article reviews two such 

three-dimensional figures of prehistoric origin. The sculptures discussed were 

recovered from the area around the central highlands. 
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Y%S ,xldfõ m%d.aft;sydisl hq.hg wh;a uQ¾;s folla 

idrixfCIamh 

±ä fyda kuHYS,S udOHhla Ndú;fhka ;s%udK rEmhla ks¾udKh lsÍu ms<sn`o Y%s ,xldfõ 
merKs;u ksoiqka jd¾;djkqfha nqoaO m%;sud fk,Sug iu.dój nj wm w;r ;sfnk iïu; 
ms<s.ekSuhs' ld,h iy l¾;D;ajh ms<sn`o fmdÿ tl`.;djlg meñKsu ÿIalr jqj;a" 

ls%ia;=j¾Ifhka wdrïNl ishjia lsysmh ;=< nqoaOm%;sudjla ìysjkakg we;ehs ie,fla. tfy;a 
miq.sh oYl mylg wdikak ld,h ;=< furg isÿ lr ;sfnk mqrdúoHd;aul lafI;% m¾fhaIK 
u.ska ;s%udK rEm ksueùfï W;aidyh ms<sn`o b;sydifha iSud m%d.aft;sydisl hq.h olajd mq`M,a 
lr ;sfí' fuu ,smsh m%d.aft;sydisl iïNjhla we;s tjeks ;%sudk rElï lsysmhla ms<sn`o 
idlÉPdjla bÈßm;a lsÍug kshñ;h' 

m%uqL mo( ;s%udK rEm" m%d.aft;sydisl l,dj" uQ¾;s ks¾udKh  

 

idlÉPdj 

Y%S ,xldfõ m%d.aft;sydisl hq.h wÈka jir 125000l w;S;hlg ld, ks¾Kh lr ;sfí' t;eka 

mgka l%sia;= mQ¾j 1800 olajd tu ixialD;sh wLKavj mej;s‚ (Deraniyagala, 1992). fulS §¾> 

ld, mßÉfÊofha wdrïNl wjêh by< mqrdYs,d hq.h (Upper Paleolithic period)  kñka 
ye|skafjk w;r tiuhg wh;a r`M .,afuj,ï u.ska tu wjêh ksrEmKh fjhs' wju jYfhka 

óg jir 48000lska fumsg hq.h uOHYs,d wjêh jYfhka (Mesolithic period) ye`Èkafjk w;r" 
;dlaI‚l jYfhka l=vd m%udKfha .,afuj,ï ksmofjk ld, mßÉfÊoh tu.ska ksrEmKh 
fjhs' Y%S ,xldfõ uOHYs,d hq.fha wjika fldgi" tkï" l%sia;= mQ¾j 1000ka miq ls%ia;= mQ¾j 
1800 f;la Èfjk wjêh" ;dlaI‚l-ixialD;sl jYfhka ie,lsh hq;= úúO;d fmkakqï lrk 

nj mqrdúoHd;aul idlaIHj,ska ikd: fjhs (Somadeva et al., 2018)' foaY.=‚l ;;a;aj 

fjkiaùï iy Bg iudka;rj m%d.aft;sydisl  ckf¾Lkfha (demography) we;s jQ m%idrKh 
fiau wdydr rgdfõ we;s jQ kjH ckkh wdÈ nyqúO ldrKd fulS úúO;dj,g fya;= jQ njg 
wkqudk l< yelsh' 
 
ma,hsiafgdaiSk N+ hq.h wjika ùfuka wk;=rej f,dalfha we;s jQ WKqiqï fydf,daiSk ld,.=‚l 
;;a;ajh Y%S ,xldj w;aolsk ,oafoa úh<s iy f;;a iys; flá foaY.=‚l wka;r lsysmhla u.sks 

^Singh, 1971; Premathilake, 2003&' wdydrhg .; yels ;DK úfYaI iajdNdúlj m%p,s; ùu 
flfrys fuu foaY.=‚l foda,k wjldY i,ik ,o wdldrh mqrd WoaNso úoHd{fhda fmkajd 

fo;s ^Premathilake & Risberg, 2003&' fï wkaofï iajdNdúl ixp,k fya;=fjka idïm%odhsl 

ovlre wkak.fõIs hemSï wd¾Ólh (hunter-gatherer subsistence economy) fjkqjg Bg jvd 
iqrlaIs; kj hemSï ud¾. fj; keUqre ùug m%d.aft;sydisl lKavdhïj,g wjldY ie,is‚' 
fï ms<sn`o úoHudk ksYaÑ; idlaIH jkqfha fodrjllkao .,af,k leŒfuka mqrdúoHd{hska 
wkdjrKh lr ;sfnk wjfYaIhs' we;=<; tla ì;a;shl l=regqrEm igyka lr ;sfnk tu 

f,fka ^Somadeva, 2012) fmd<j leŒfuka OdkH wjfYaI ^l=rlalka (Elusine coracana) hehs 
iel lrk& iy j<x len,s;s fidhd f.k ;sfí' tu wjfYaI l%sia;= mQ¾j 4000g ld,ks¾Kh ù 
;sîu Tiafia wju jYfhka miq.sh jir 6000lg by;§ furg m%d.aft;sydisl jeishkaf.a Ôú;h 
Bg fmr hq.hg idfmalaIj mßj¾;khlg ,lafjñka mej;s whqre fmkajd fohs' ovhñka Ôúldj 

.; lsÍu fjkqjg iaÓrjdiS;djg (sedentism) t<öfï iy lDIsl¾udka;hg fhduqjQ njg 
wkqudk lsÍu i|yd by; idlaIH idOl fjhs'  

m%d.aft;sydisl uQ¾;s 
fuu ,smshg mdol ù ;sfnk uQ¾;s kso¾Yk oajh ia;r wkqms<sfj< wkq.ukh l< mqrdúoHd;aul 

leŒïj,ska fidhd .kakd ,o tajdh' (Somadeva et al., 2018) tajd n,xf.dv b¨lal=Uqf¾ 
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ueoaolkao w`M.,af.a kï m¾j; wdjrKh leŒfuka fidhd .kq ,enQfha 2017 jif¾ isÿlrk 
,o fojk leŒï jHdmD;sh u.sks'  
 
 
iqkL ysi 
w`M.,af.a ;=kajk ia;rh leŒfuka u;=msg ;=kS yqKq.,a idhula wdf,ams; fgrdfldgd iqkL 

ysil uQ¾;shla wkdjrKh lrf.k ;sfí' m%d.aft;sydisl wjêfha iqkLhka (Canis lupus 

familiaris) isá njg ,efnk f;dr;=re w,am jk kuq;a jir 6500lg mQ¾j njg ld,ks¾‚; 
n,xf.dv fn,a,kane|s me,eiai .=ydfjka o wïmdr ks,a., .=ydfjka o iqkL wegiels,s yuqù 

we;' ^Deraniyagala, 1992&. kQ;k iqkLhkaf.a uhsfgdfldkaä%h,a iy Y j¾Kfoay ms<sn| 
f.da,Sh mßudK wOHhkhlska Wkaf.a kef.kysr wdishdkq iïNjh ms<sn| idlaIH iemfha' 

(Savolainen et. al., 2002; Ding et. al., 2012). tu l,dmfha iqkLhkaf.a .Dyia:lrKh isÿj 

we;af;a ls%'mQ' 14000 - 9000 w;r ld,fha§h (Freedman et. al., 2014). 

 
n,xf.dv b`Mlal=Uqr ueoaolkafoa w¿.,af.hska fidhd .kakd ,o fuu iqkL uQ¾;sh iajNdjjd§ 
m%ldYkhls' fikaáógr 8l Wilska hq;a th" f;;a ueáms`vl ;sfnk ,sys,a m%;Hia:;dj 
ie,ls,a,g .ksñka" ;ukag wNsu; ifudaÉP f¾Ld ks¾udKhg ol=Kf;a uymg we`.s,a, 
Wmfhda.S lr.ksñka ks¾ñ; ksoyia ks¾udKhl iajNdjh fmkajkakls' tla w;l uymg 
we`.s,af,a i,l=Kq muKla uQ¾;sh u; olakg ,eîfuka th jï w; u; ;nd .;a ueáms`vla u; 
ol=K;ska yevh wdfrdamKh l< wdldrh meyeÈ,s lrhs' ;uka ÿgq" tfy;a ta jk úg;a 
mßl,amkfha /`ÿKq iajdNdúl rEmhla iaùh ye`.Sï iu. uqiq lrñka ksrEmKh lrkakg th 
ksuejQ mqoa.,hd i;=j mej;s YslaIKh iy kuHYS,s;ajh fuu uQ¾;sfhka m%lg fjhs'  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PdhdrEm wxl 1 n,xf.dv w`M.,af.hska mqrdúoHd{hska úiska fidhd .kakd ,o iajdNdúl uQ¾;s 
kso¾Ykhla' ^PdhdrEmh" rdÊ fidaufoaj& 

wNskjfhka y`ÿkd.kakg ,enqKq" ñksidg <eÈ fï wmQre i;a;ajhdf.a we`.E¨ï nj ksid yg.;a 
wdya,doh fyda tjekakl=f.a úfhdafjka yg.;a Ñ;a; úlafIdaNh fujeks uQ¾;shla ksueùug 
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flfkl= fm,Uúh yelsh' uQ¾;sh u; wdf,am lrk ,o iqÿmeye;s yqKq ia;rh" w;sYhska 
ixfla;d;aulh' i;=g fyda fõjd ÿl fyda fõjd ;ud úiska ks¾ñ; uQ¾;sfhka ksrEms; m%ldYkh 
flfrys ks¾udmlhdf.a m%ido Ñ;a;fhys cks; ixfõ.h bka ixfla;j;a lrhs' by;ska i`oyka 
l< mßÈ .DydYs%; iqkLfhl=f.a wiaÓ fldgia fidhd .;a fn,a,kane`Ème,eiai msysgd ;sfnkqfha 
fuu iqkL uQ¾;sh fidhd .;a .,af,fka isg lsf,daógr 3l muK ÿrlsks' wdikak jgmsgdjl 
.ejiqKq i;a;ajfhl= ksid is;l yg.kakd ixfõokh ndysr øjHhla u; mßl,amkd;aulj 
m;s; lrùug m%d.aft;sydisl ñksid ;=< mej;s l=i,;dj l%sia;= mQ¾j 3950§ ksujk ,o fuu 
uQ¾;sfhka m%;Shudk fjhs' 

ffY,uh uQ¾;sh 
fuu ksrEmKh ;sßjdkd .,lska ieÿï ,oaols' th ld,hla mqrd Èhmyrlg yiqùfuka rjqï 
yevhla f.k we;s nj meyeÈ,sh' u;=msgg Èiajk r;= meyehg ióm j¾Kh tu mdIdKfhys 
wka;¾.; hlv ñY%s; lsishï Lkschla ksid yg .eKqkls' fuu jD;a;dldr ;sßjdkd ., 
fikaáógr 7l úIalïNhlska hqla;h'  fidhd f.k ;sfnkafka w`M.,af.a .=ydfõ we;=<; 
fmd<j leKsfuks' c, uQ,dY%hlska yg .kakd fujeks ;sßjdkd .,la .,af,kl yuqùfuka 
m<uqj meyeÈ,s jk lreKla jkafka" th lsishï wfmalaIdjlska tu ia:dkh fj; /f.k tk 
,oaola jk njhs'  
 
fuu ;sßjdkd., ñksia uqyqKl ms<sìUqjls' th jvd;a iómjkqfha l=vd orejl=f.a úrEmS jQ 
uqyqKlgh' th iajdNdúlj yev.ekajqKq kso¾Ykhls' tjeks foa y`ÿkajkqfha iajdNdúlc jia;= 
^naturegenic objects& hk fhÿfuks' ñksid fujeks foa iu. in`o;d meje;aùu wdrïN lrk 
,oafoa óg jir ;sia,laIhlg ^3000000& muK wE; ld, mßÉfþohl isgh' Tiag%f,dams;slia 
we*s%ldkqia úiska wdY%hg .kakd ,o fujeks kso¾Ykhla lS¾;su;a udkjúoHd{fhl= jQ f¾ukaä 
vd¾Ü úiska 1952 jif¾§ wm%sldfõ ulmkaia.d;a kï .,af,fka ;sî fidhd .kakd ,È 

^Bednarik,1998&' fuu ksrEmKh y`ÿkajkqfha ulmkai.d;a ;sßjdkd ., ^Makapansgat pebble& 
hk jyßks' ulmkai.d;a ;sßjdkd, ., iy w`M.,af.a ;sßjdkd ., hk folu ñksia uqyqKla 
ms<sìUq lrk kso¾Ykhs' 

 

PdhdrEm wxl 2 n,xf.dv w`M.,af.hska mqrdúoHd{hska úiska fidhd .kakd ,o iajNdúlc 
uQ¾;s kso¾Ykhla' ^PdhdrEmh" rdÊ fidaufoaj& 
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PdhdrEm wxl 3' ulmkaia.d;a mdIdKh' jir ,laI 3000000la mer‚ fuu mdIdKh 1925 
jif¾§ ol=Kq wm%sldfjka fidhd .kakd ,oaols' 

úrEmS l=vd orejl=f.a uqyqKla ksrEmKh lrk jia;=jla ;uka ika;lfha ;nd .ekSu m%dfhda.sl 
wjYH;djlg jvd udkisl wjYH;djla imqrd,Sulg ióm úh yelsh' m%d.aft;sydisl hq.fha 
mgka ñksiqka ish is;sú,s" ixfõok" .egqï" ldxidjka n÷ Ndj úfudapkh Wfoid øjH 

Ndú;fhka jEhï lrk whqre lfnld ^Cabeca, 2020& úiska fmkajd fokq ,en we;' úrEms 
orejl= bm§fuka fouõmshka ;=< yg.kakd ye`.Su laIKsl ;e;s .ekaula iy ta iu`.u we;s 
jk N.akdfmalaIdfjka yg.;a ldxidjlska hqla; úh yelsh' Wmf;a§u úrEmSj ms<sisf|k orefjda 
flá l,l§ ñhh;s' tu.ska Ôj;ajkakd ;=< we;sjk ;e;s.ekau ;jÿrg;a ;Sj% fjhs' úrEmS 
uqyqKla iys; orejka bm§u cdkuh úlD;s;djla ksid we;s jkakls' tu ;;a;ajh ffjoH 

úoHdfõ y`ÿkajkq ,nkqfha à%p^¾& fld,skaia jHdêh (Treacher Collins syndrome) hk kñks 

(Splendore et al., 2003)'  

úlD;s orejl= ìysùu;a fkdfnda fõ,djlska Tyq fyda weh wysñùu;a mqoa.,fhl=f.a isf;a we;s 
lrjk ;e;s.ekau l,l§ myj .sho tjeks úlD;s;djla isys.kajk øjHuh jia;=jla ±lSfuka 
kej;;a ta ms<sn`o u;lh isys.ekaùu fkdje<elaúh yels fohls' tjeks w;a±lSulg uqyqK ÿka 
w`M.,af.a Ôj;a jQ mqoa.,hl= fuu iajNdjc ;sßjdkd., ;u jdiia:dkhg /f.k tkakg we;' 
fuu mdIdKh i;= lr.;a ;eke;a;dg th u;ldj¾ckhlg idOlhla jqj;a" l,dfõ§ka yg 
tu jia;=ju l,dlD;shla njg m;aj we;s fihls' l,d;aul oDIaáh iy th ufkdauQ,sl 
ixl,amhlg wdfrdamKh lr.ekSu fi!kao¾hd;aul ye`.Sï we;a;jqkaf.ka m%;Shudk jkakls' 
m%d.aft;sydisl udkjhd i;=j mej;s l,d ú{dkh úYo lsÍug mQ¾fjdala; ffY,uh uQ¾;sh 
kso¾Ykhla fjhs'  
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