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CRITICAL EXAMINATION OF SIDATHSANGARAWA THROUGH SECONDARY
SOURCES

Anurin Indika Divakara! and C.C. Jayasundara?

Abstract

It is possible to observe the emergence of various language forms in response to contemporary
social communication needs. The process of standardizing one form of language practice can
be discerned through an examination of the social history of the language. Although it cannot
be explicitly stated, it is evident that there was a diffusion of 'Siyabasa' intertwined with local
mother tongues. This can be substantiated by analyzing the language usage in modern prose
works, which indicates a trend toward the standardization of Tamil language usage. During a
period when the Tad language form was considered a 'popular’ expression and a societal norm,
Sidatsangara stands out as a noteworthy instance in which the applied grammatical rules of the
Sinhala language were influenced by the standardization of 'Jheka Pryoga' and 'Vyavaharashra.'
This influence can be traced back to the poetic works originating from 'Siyabasa.' According
to the content of relevant texts, such as the Sidathasagarava compiled by Pathiraja Piruwanpati
Thero it offers insights into the scope of the grammar rules and special usages, drawing from
secondary sources.
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The author of the oldest existing Sinhalese grammer, the Sidatsafgara (13™
Century), followed the Sanskrit grammar of Candra and the Pali grammar of
Moggallana. He also appears to have known the Tamil grammar of viracoliyan.
This Tamil grammar too. No doubt was based on some Sanskrit System. Thus the
author of the Sidatsanigara for the most part classified his findings according to the
Sanskrit System he knew (Godakumbura, 1950, p. 76).
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