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STATUS AND TRENDS IN CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT OF
ELEPHANTS IN SRI LANKA: AN ANALYSIS OF SOCIAL MEDIA BEHAVIOUR

G.G.D. Sewwandi® and M.Karunarathne?

Abstract

Elephants are one of the major wildlife attractions in Sri Lanka. It has been revered in Asia for
centuries and plays a vital role in the continent’s culture, religion, and war. They also play a
critical role in maintaining forests in the region. Today, Elephants are considered to be an
endangered species, just like many species of animals that became extinct on Earth hundreds
of thousands of years ago. The human-elephant conflict in Sri Lanka is currently a strong socio-
economic and conservation challenge. Social media groups and pages posting environmental
news in Sri Lanka can be seen disclosing various facts about elephant-human conflict,
conservation and management trends and situations in Sri Lanka. The main objective of this
paper was to identify the status and trends of elephant conservation and management in Sri
Lanka. Also, the importance of human-elephant conflict in Sri Lankan social media and its
content, the purpose and results of posting on social media, and the impact of social media
news on reducing human-elephant conflict are also identified here. For this, a secondary source
of data, social media, is selected, and data is collected through 20 selected pages and 20 groups.
It analyzes the number of news items published in these during the last year, their content,
accuracy, the language used, the purpose and nature of reporting, and the situations that
occurred after reporting. Reported news is analyzed in a number of different areas. Due to the
unsustainable development processes in the country, environmental scientific factors, and
political instability, this elephant-human conflict has escalated. For this, the study has revealed
that the expansion of elephant migration routes, correct conservation strategies, rules, and the
use of technology are essential.
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8Bw BT 0 @vNI® EDBD» BEH® PO, @ciyy aBw (Elephas maximus) ¢
©C® BEEHEO PO 1B Yo o Beduwrs’ ¢mds’ 98 (Fernando, et al. 2022). 9538w, &
Co0D, DIBETDHGB 83 DO B@RED 3wz JODE BuwmO® gied&m § ¢ifdcied 880 JODEO
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(Loxodonta africana) 470,000 =5 630,000 =3 end e (Blanc, et al, 2007). @823 26 100 20 ©sd
gD oy 83 BBw® 5 WO gl LPTES’ B W WEICDE VBIDS § D1etRmDEO
GO BOBD e &30 @f) & aw. ard ¢g wY 0 ce® 8B8® afmed ©s8wBed glim
BRI g em0, DSt aBs J® Dim@imed WYed el OO0 &1 SnIEH® HEEHGEE
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2038 ©853 e & g (301m®, 2006). Desesdi a8 5O, 85e- ST ©Q® w» cwu® [
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eRends’ edme e (Katupotha & Sumanarathna, 2016). 5350055 »® O EBm® ©DOG(,
B &hwss, ©wewicBns’ ww HBIens’ OIS BHE DBNNGROE O O and B8O 88853
gBm Daews’ yewEr &8 om 08 (Katupotha & Sumanarathna, 2016). ese@zys @efcirm @ ©8c
So800 100-1,000 kg Bowers e, 88 § comied &w@ 50-150 km? ¢x500 8@ @® (Shaffer et al.
2019; Sukumar, 2006). S&aes sGresecd Y®Iens @0, BB e @D BEG 8y DERIVES OIS’
®» Jeo OB (Sukumar, 2000). ©3e®x53 Seo Dids 8O e¥neds’ al s’ Y daens’ B88Em®
©BcHI BEB O oo O (Dunkin et al. 2013; Williams, 2019). 2803 @5 &, ®6®, 100G @® are
@Be NS 808D Fwmdm® Sewn a amsied BDHmO s ©18e e (Fernando et al. 2011).

2Gwied 100 28e® uddBne amilbce® D and, e®sied @id OSe®s3 40-501 3 6D
@005 ¢d» ece ©8=3 »c8 (Kingdom 2021; Sukumar 2006; Williams 2019). 8 g83ces daewnss,
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©3003853 808. e®ted ¢ DR (18 Rt QYLD O gl ¢S §Is FDRBIDE
8Boeb 283 101 ©®e @ (Krishnan & Braude 2014; Sitompul et al. 2013). e@ewd a8 ez’
SO @l 100-150 kg 5 ©sBewidms 8, s8ean 9883 888530 owien wnsio D& OB
2000 a@das o (Fernando et al. 2023).
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1. Voice for Elephants Sri Lanka 1. Elephant Lovers
2. 8cr @B ewn - Sri lankan Tamed | 2. Group Elephant Lovers
Elephants 3. Habitats for Elephants
3. &8 ©soygel afime 4. Sri Lanka Road Elephant Research
4. a8 orBed gl80:8»0 edxnedsd m™B 5. Living with Elephants
83g 6. The Elephant appreciation Society (TEAS)
5. @€ 88 ©1Q@0 Seg®s 7. Manik Elephant Protection Foundation
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10. Thambapanni 12. Sri Lankan Elephants
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13. Newsfirst.lk 15. Sri Lankan Elephant Protectors
14. Everything for animals 16. 2B am>s’ o8¢
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19. 88 &8m, 0 aBs, O»ESS 1 ede ged O af 00xeds’ 85 »OY
D053 gdBe® 8L
20. Save Elephant
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Elephant appreciation Society (TEAS) »€380c® Dbz 08, 0®® deel genisn 08 O &5 amdes
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