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UNCOVERING THE ANCIENT CULTURAL INTERACTIONS AND TIES
BETWEEN NAGARJUNAKONDA AND SRI LANKA

Abstract

This research focuses into the historical and cultural relations between Nagarjunakonda
and Sri Lanka during ancient times. The primary objective of this study is to elucidate the depth
and significance of these cultural interactions, exploring their influence on art, architecture,
religion, trade, and language. To achieve this objective, a comprehensive examination of historical
records, archaeological findings, and scholarly literature has been conducted.

Methodologically, this research relies on a multidisciplinary approach, integrating data
from diverse sources to provide a holistic understanding of the ancient ties between
Nagarjunakonda and Sri Lanka. The research draws from ancient texts, inscriptions,
archaeological excavations, and comparative analyses of art and architecture.

The key findings of this study reveal that there was a cultural exchange between
Nagarjunakonda and Sri Lanka. Buddhism played a central role in facilitating these exchanges,
leading to the transmission of religious teachings, texts, and artifacts. Architectural styles, artistic
motifs, and trade connections were shared, leaving a lasting imprint on both regions.

In conclusion, the cultural relations between Nagarjunakonda and Sri Lanka during ancient
times were profound and enduring. The findings underscore the importance of such historical
interactions in shaping the cultural and religious landscapes of both regions. The lessons learned
from these ancient ties can inform contemporary intercultural relations and cooperation. This
research offers insights into the interconnectedness of societies in the past and highlights the value
of preserving and studying our shared cultural heritage.

Keywords: Ndagarjunakonda, Sri Lanka, cultural interactions, ancient ties, Buddhism, art,
architecture, trade, history.
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“The evidence of the influence of Andhra art on that of early Ceylon is so
overwhelming, that it may even be suggested that a branch of that school
was established in Ceylon, and that the sculptures on the frontspieces of the

ancient stiipas are the work of that school” (1971, p. 13).
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