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Cleft lip and palate (CLP) cause disordered ariculation. wlich 15 defined as
cleft type emors (CIC). Cumently m 5n Lanka, speech and language
therapists conduct informal assessments to assess cleft type emrors. However,
there is no comsistency between these measures used. In tlus context
developing a culturally and lingwmishically appropnate assessment to identify
cleft errors 15 a great necessity. This need was addressed at a pnmary level
by developmg a word list to assess ariiculation skills for Sinhala speaking
children with cleft lip and palate for the age range of 3-3%:yvears. 30 typrcally
developing children were selected as parficipants from a preschool setting.
The word list compnrised of 24 words for 18 conscnants m word mitial and
medial posibon Each word was represented by a toy or an object. The
competency analysis was i1denfified based on Templm's 75 % assigming
cntenon gudelines. All 30 subjects were able fo produce all sounds i imitial
posttion within the attempts of spontaneous, first repeat or second repeat. 28
subjects were able to produce all sounds m medial posifion within the
spontanecus attempts, first repeat or second repeat. Omly 2 subjects were
unable to produce sound /1/ m medial posihon. The study findings suggest
that all 18 consonant sound and all 24 words used mn sound mitial and medial
position can be use to assess arbiculation skills of Sinhala speakers within the
age range of 3 to 3 : years. For future dmections, the word hst could be
standardized as a formal assessment by validaiing among children with and
without CLP.
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